MUHLENBERG TOWNSHIP AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD
A regular meeting of the Board of Muhlenberg Township Authority, Water and Sewer
Projects, was held on Thursday, March 9,2017, beginning at 1:00 P.M. (E.S.T.) at2840
Kutztown Road, Hyde Park, Muhlenberg Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania,
pursuant to notice both advertised and posted according to law.
The following members of the Board were present:
Stewa rt E. Lerch

Douglas Botch
Michael R. King
John lmhoff

Also in attendance were Authority Manager Jeffrey A. Calpino, Mark G. Yoder of
counsel and Christina Crawford, P.E. of SSM Group, lnc., consulting engineers to the
Authority. Muhlenberg Township Commissioner Steve Wolfinger attended the meeting
as liaison to the Authority. Authority Board member John Morganti joined the meeting in
progress, as indicated in these Minutes.

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p,m. by Chairman Lerch.

The Minutes of the previous regular meeting of the Board held on February 16,2017
were approved on motion by Mr. Botch, seconded by Mr. King and unanimously
adopted, based on photocopies delivered to each member of the Board prior to the
meeting.
There were no visitors comments.
Under the Engineer's report, Ms. Crawford advised that SSM Group has compiled a full
set of the Rules, Regulations and Specifications of the Authority into a single pdf file
which has been emailed to Mr. Calpino and to the solicitor. Mr. Calpino will post the
new Rules on the Authority website.

The 201512016 lnflow & lnfiltration Project has been completed and closed. Close-out
documents have been delivered to Mr. Rehab, lnc.
The tvvo test wells drilled by the Authority at Dietrich Park both proved unsuccessful, rn
that neither yielded a sufficient supply to warrant development as a public water supply
source. The Board and Ms. Crawford discussed the possibility of an additronal one or
two drilling locations at Dietrich Park. Authority representatives will meet with DEP in
that regard next week. Mr. Calpino advised that, during a meeting with Township
Manager Jamal Abodalo earlier in the day, the possibility of an additional test well was
discussed. A draft Addendum prepared by the solicitor with regard to the License
Agreement between the Authority and the Township was delivered to Mr. Abodalo for

review. SSM Group representatives believe that the most promising location for a third
test well is within the fenced area of the dog park.

SSM Group has invoiced MTA for the test well drilling work. That invoice was reduced
by virtue of the fact that Authority personnel performed the restoration work at both test
wells. Also, the drilling was less costly than had been anticipated. Mr. Calpino and the
Board discussed the possibility of the Township retaining the test well closer to the river,
for use for irrigation within the park. ln the meantime, the Township Park Director
requests that the casing should be cut off lower, and closer to the ground. Ms.
Crawford will be in contact with Scott Mundell of SSM in that regard.

The Authority has received contract documents from Minoan, lnc., with regard to the
Tuckerton Road Elevated Tank Repainting Project. The bonds and insurance
documents were delivered to the solicitor earlier in the day. The solicitor advised that
two of the insurance companies listed on the Certificate of lnsurance provided by
Minoan do not appear as licensed insurers on a PA Department of lnsurance website
search. However, Mr. Yoder has been in touch with HSM lnsurance Associates, lnc.,
agency for Minoan, and has been advised that Rockhill lnsurance was recently licensed
and that Builders Mutual will place worker's compensation coverage for Minoan through
Argonaut, which is a licensed insurer. The soiicitor will verify this information, and will
verify that the bonding company appears on the U.S. Department of Treasury Circular
570 listing of approved sureties.

Mr. Calpino advised that two signal lights on the top of the tank will need to be
addressed in the course of the tank repainting project. Those lights are required by
virtue of the proximity of the tank to the Reading Airport. The solicitor believes that
taking the lights out of service, even temporarily, would need to be approved by the
FAA. Ms. Crawford advised that she will address the lights during the project planning
meetings with the contractor. lt is possible that a change order or contract addendum
may be needed.
Board member John Morganti joined the meeting at this time.

Calpino confirmed that the lights on the tank are owned by the Authority and not by
the airport. Electrical service to the lights is billed to the Authority.
lVlr.

Mr. Calpino advised that he has been in contract with Gregg Bogia with regard to the
Berks 222 Project. lt appears that the improvements on the development site will be
reconfigured. The Authority has been advised that escrow funds will be delivered soon,
to cover engineering review fees and legal fees for development documentation. The
solicitor commented that, when the revised plans are delivered, he will verify with Ms.
Crawford and Mr. Calpino the areas which will need to be designated as easement
areas granted to MTA.
Ms. Crawford advised that Mr. Rehab has performed video work on the sewer mains at
the South Temple sewer pumping station. A report has been prepared. Many
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blockages in the mains were discovered. SSM Group recommends root cutting and
heavy cleaning of the area which was televised. SSM Group would recommend lining
the sewer mains, but for the fact that a more substantial project at the station may be
necessary. lt might be appropriate to totally redesign and reconfigure the sewer mains
leading to the station at that time.

Mr. Calpino will contact Captain Clog to do the root cutting and heavy cleaning. Ms.
Crawford advised that a semi-annual report will be submitted to DEP by the end of the
month, advising of MTA's progress in investigating the South Temple station and its
determination of how the overflow situation can best be remedied.
Data collection for the GIS Mapping Project has been completed. Only 300 out of
approximately 20,000 location points could not be found in the field. Data were
acquired from drawings, plans and other sources. Ms. Crawford will address the project
costs expended by the Authority compared to budget at the April Board meeting. Also,
the Authority will need to determine who will perform the work in uploading plans,
drawings and other informatjon onto the GIS system in order that the Authority may
make the best use of its GIS capabilities.
SSM Group has completed this year's Chapter 94 Report for the Authority, and the
report has been delivered to the City of Reading. Ms. Crawford stated that it is
somewhat remarkable that the City does not receive numerous questions from DEP
regarding the report. That is not typical, in her experience.
Work will begin on the 2016 Consumer Confidence Report in April. The format has
been changed by DEP, due to requirements of the EPA. SSM Group will assure that
the 2016 Report of the Authority will be compliant.

Work has begun on the preliminary study of the Stoudts Ferry Bridge Road Sewer
Project. Ms. Crawford advised that it would be possible to install a gravity line with a
pumping station. However, the better option might be to install a low pressure, small
diameter, sewer main with grinder pumps at each sewer service connection. lf the
Authority would elect the low pressure option, the main would be between 1.5" and 2" in
diameter. ln response to a question from the Board, Mr. Calpino advised that the
project would include the connection of the Township's Dietrich Park facilities. The
Board discussed the implications of using a low pressure system with grinder pumps.
Each resident serviced with a grinder pump hook-up would be responsible for
maintenance of the pump itself. The pump would be powered electrically, so that in
case of an outage, sewer service would be interrupted unless a generator is in place.
Ms. C ravvford and Mr. Calpino explained to the Board that flows from the Stoudts Feny
Bridge Road Project could not be directed to the Rivervale Station. While that station
has been recently upgraded, the fiows from the Stoudts Ferry Bridge Area would
overload the station.
The Board discussed the fact that the Township is aware of failing on-lot septic systems
in the Frush Valley Road area. Mr. Abodalo requests that the Authority perform a

feasibility study for possible installation of municipal sewer service along Frush Valley
Road. The Board was in agreement with this suggestion. Ms. Crawford advised that
SSM Group would perform a study and analysis of the Frush Valley Road situation for
the same pricing as had been agreed by the Board for the Stoudts Ferry Bridge Road
Project. The Board was in agreement with this arrangement. Mr. Botch made a motion
to authorize SSM Group to proceed, on behalf of the Authority, to perform a feasibility
study concerning the possible installation of municipal sewer to serve the Frush Valley
Road area. That motion was seconded by Mr. lmhoff and unanimously adopted.

The Operations report for the preceding month was presented by Mr. Calpino, a full
copy of which has been appended to these Minutes. A great deal of personnel time in
the preceding month was spent in repairing water leaks. Six leaks repaired by the
Authority are itemized on the Operations report. Two of those leaks were on Wentzel
Avenue, and Mr. Calpino believes there is a ihird leak in that area. The potential third
leak has not yet been pinpointed. The leak detection loggers are being used actively. A
correlator for the system has been purchased, in accordance with the capital budget
approved by the Board. Mr. Calpino advised that a new style of leak detection logger
has been developed, together with a new "patroller" unit, which is used to read the
loggers. The price of the patroller has been reduced to $2,700. The patroller will work
with both the new style loggers as well as the loggers previously purchased by the
Authority. The new leak detection loggers are smaller and can be used in locations
which are not accessible with the old loggers. Mr. Calpino will continue with the capital
upgrades to the leak detection equipment of the Authority.

ln response to a question from the Board, Mr. Calpino advised that the issue of
reimbursement for the Kutztown Road frre hydrant destroyed in a car accident has yet to
be resolved. The insurance company for the driver has claimed that the medical
emergency which the driver suffered was an "emergent" situation, not a condition of
which the driver could have been aware in advance. The claim has been denied for that
reason. Mr. Calpino has been in contact with Tom Barzd, insurance agent for MTA,
who believes the driver's insurance company decision is incorrect. Mr. Barzd will followup with the driver's insurance company or agency on behalf of the Authority.

Mr. Botch inquired regarding notification to neighbors near the Tuckerton Road elevated
tank of the pending tank repainting project. lt was agreed that notice to the neighbors
will be provided by an item in the Township newsletter and on the Authority website.
Additionally, a decision will be made with regard to a radius within which residents will
receive notice on a doorto-door basis. Mr. Calpino will follow-up with notification by all
methods discussed and approved by the Board.
The engineering bills for the current penod were reviewed. Mr. King made a motion to
approve payment of the bills as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. Botch
and unanimously adopted.

The accounts payable for the current period were reviewed, a full copy of which has
been appended to these Minutes. Mr. lmhoff then made a motion to approve the

accounts payable as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. Botch and
unanimously adopted.
Under the solicitor's report, Mr. Yoder advised that Rosedale has signed and notarized
the lmprovements, Dedication and Easement Agreement in favor of the Authority. The
escrow account has been funded. When the sewer system work has been completed,
inspected and approved, the solicitor will recommend countersignature of the document
by the Authority At that time, an eighteen (18) month maintenance period will begin, to
be secured by cash escrow. Mr. Calpino will keep the solicitor advised of progress by
Rosedale in completing the sewer improvements.

The solicitor has been attempting to obtain additional information from the City of
Reading, following up several points discussed at the lntermunicipal Agreement
meeting earlier this year. Specifically, the Authority has been pressing the City for more
accurate projections of future debi service, and for detailed figures concerning the
sewer reserve fund which has been accumulated from municipalities other than the City,
Muhlenberg and Laureldale. The solicitor has not yet received specific figures from the
City, but will continue to follow-up with Mr. Johnson and Attorney Lachat.

The MetEd Sewer Relocation Project is on hold, pending the compliance by MelEd
with certain Township requirements. Mr. Abodalo has requested three sets of plans and
escrow funds for the Township. To date, the Township has received only one set of
plans and the escrow account has not been funded. Until the Township has reviewed
the project with regard to stormwater issues, the solicitor does not expect the sanitary
sewer work to move forward. The Authority will require revised drawings, together with
a legal description and easement drawings showing a new easement in favor of the
Authority in order for the sewer main to be relocated. Mr. Calpino explained that Met-Ed
intends to relocate a sanitary sewer main out from under a building. However, as part
of that project, additional stormwater may be diverted into an existing swale. The
Township questions whether the swale will need to be deepened or otherwise improved.
The solicitor or Mr. Calpino will report further at a subsequent meeting.

Mr. Calpino mentioned that the Monroe Street Development may move fonvard, but
reconfigured to include townhomes as opposed to twin units. The project would involve
residential sprinkler systems. Mr. Calpino will verify that Mr. Abodalo is aware that the
project may be restarted. The Authority will require a full set of plans for review,
together with replenishment of the escrow for engineering review and legal documents.

Mr. Botch presented the treasurer's report for the current period. The Authority
experienced a net cash gain in the preceding month of 9,1,166,653.11. The interest rate
being paid to the Authority on funds on deposit and in the Vist ICS Program was 0.48%
in the prior month. The Chairman reaffirmed his desire to reduce sewer rates, and
asked Board members to be prepared to discuss the issue at a subsequent meeting.
The solicitor commented that, even without specific debt service projections from the
City, a rough figure can be calculated based on the known costs of the City Waste
Water Treatment and Sewer Transportation Projects, and approved loans for the project

which have been publicly announced. Sewer rates will be on the agenda for
consideration at a subsequent meeting. Mr. lmhoff made a motion to approve the
treasurer's report as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. King and
unanimously adopted.

Mr. Calpino advised that Board members wishing to attend the Right-to-Know Law
Seminar on Tuesday, March'14 should meet at the Authority office at 1:45 p.m. The
seminar will take place in the Auditorium of the County Services Building in Reading.

Mr. King and Mr. Calpino continue to work on the pension review process. Currently,
the Authority is seeking dates to meet with an executive at Carroll Associates in order to
closely analyze the insurance elements of the pension plan. The solicitor hopes to be
available to attend that meeting.

Mr. Calpino advised the Board that the Well 6 Rebuilding Project should take place
within approximately a month. The Authority will sample water from the well before
shutting down for repairs and rebuilding,

The Authority Board previously discussed the possibility of rebuilding Well 14. The
pump at Well 14 has been continuously in service since 1988. The Authority has been
provided with a price of not to exceed $63,600 by Kohl Brothers. Mr. Calpino advised
that rebuilding the well would include replacement of all significant parts and rebuilding
of the pump motor. The project would take approximately one week to accomplish. Mr.
Calpino will ask that the motor rebuilding take place at Reading Electric, in Muhlenberg
Township. He will request that Kohl Brothers refrain from shipping the motor out to its
shop for rebuilding.

With regard to accepting credit card payments, Mr. Calpino has asked

about
alternatives for the $3 per $100 cost, proposed to the Authorrty by the software provider
familiar with the MTA billing system. The only allowance which can be made is to
impose $3 for the first $100 paid, then $1 per $33.33 thereafter. This would represent a
slight overall reduction in fees paid to the provider. Mr. Calpino did follow-up with an
alternate credit card service provider called MuniciPay. However, the MuniciPay
program holds funds for two days, which would create problems with due dates, proper
crediting of accounts, etc.

Mr. Calpino advised the Board that the program under consideration would require
approximately two weeks to implement. Notice of the program would be adveftised on
the Authority website and an article would be included in the Township newsletter. Mr.
Botch made a motion to proceed with the Credit Card Payment Program, based on the
revised rate schedule provided to Mr. Calpino and described at this meeting. Mr. lmhoff
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Calpino advised the Board that he is reviewing the equipment to be purchased by
the Authority in order to optimize its use of the GIS System. The Authority will need to
purchase a GPS recerver and mounting rod, iPads, mounts, and will need to subscribe

to a GPS service called KeyNet. The subscription cost is $1,000 per year.
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cost of the
equipment recommended by Mr. Calpino, including the first year subscription cost, is
$9,618. Mr. Calpino advised that the iPads will need both cell and Wi-Fi capabilities.
There will be running monthly charges for service to the iPads. lt was the consensus of
the Board that the Manager should proceed with equipping the Authority to make the
best use of the GIS System recently implemented.

Mr. King made a motion to provide Commissioner Wolfinger, liaison to the Authority,
with full Board meeting packets in advance of each MTA meeting. That motion was
seconded by Mr. lmhoff and passed unanimously.
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 2:45
p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board will be held on Thursday, April 6, 2017
beginning at 1 :00 p.m. at the Authority office.
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