MUHLENBERG TOWNSHIP AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD

A regular meeting of the Board of Muhlenberg Township Authority, Water and

Sewer
(E.D.T.)
Thursday,
1:00
P.M.
at
was
held
on
September7,2017,
beginning
at
Projects,
2840 Kutztown Road, Hyde Park, Muhlenberg Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania,
pursuant to notice both advertised and posted according to law.

The following members of the Board were present:

Stewart E. Lerch
Michael R. King
John lmhoff
Douglas Botch

Also in attendance were Authority Manager Jeffrey A. Calpino, Mark G. Yoder of
counsel, and Christina CraMord, P.E., of SSM Group, consulting engineers to the
Authority, Muhlenberg Township Commissioner Steve Wolfinger attended the meeting
as liaison to the Authority.
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by Chairman Lerch.

The Minutes of the previous regular meeting of the Board held on August 10, 2017,
were approved on motion by Mr. Botch, seconded by Mr. King and unanimously
adopted, based on photocopies delivered to each member of the Board prior to the
meeting.
There were no visitors'comments.

Under the Engineer's report, Ms. Crawford advised that plans for the Monroe Street
Development have been reviewed and a review letter has been prepared and sent to
the developer's engineer. The Authority is awaiting further revised plans addressing
several details raised in the SSM review letter.

The Met-Ed Sewer Line Relocation Project is proceeding. Upon learning that blasting
would be involved in the work, an lndemnification Agreement was prepared by the
Manager, Ms. Crawford and the solicitor assuring that Met-Ed would be responsible for
any damage to Authority property, or any other adverse consequences relating to
blasting on the site.
The Authority has been advised that DEP has received for filing the subsidiary permit
information submitted by SSM concerning the North 13th Street main and services. No
further action is needed from MTA at this time. When the RAWA allocation permit is
due for renewal, DEP will make a note of the change relating to the North 13th Street
services.

The next step with regard to the test well at Dietrich Park is to engage Eichelberger to
do full well testing. A proposal has been submitted to MTA by Eichelbergers. lt was
noted that the fees due to SSM have exceeded the original budget of $32,700, however,
work is proceeding on a time and materials basis. lt was agreed that, in the event
testing occurs within the next two weeks at a time when Mr. Calpino is out of the office,
samples will be delivered to M.J. Reider for laboratory work. Ms. Crawford advised that,
after review by SSM personnel, the well drilling charges have been adjusting downward
to $45,772.50.

Mr. Botch mentioned that, in conversation with Township representatives, a concern
has been raised with regard to whether the well at Dietrich's Park might increase the
likelihood of sinkholes developing in the area. Ms. Crawford advised that SSM has
personnel with experience and expertise in analyzing those risks. The location of the
monitoring wells will be, in part, determined by an analysis involving potential sinkhole
risk. Other concerns of the Township involve the relocation of an area dedicated as a
dog park, and the possibility that a wellhead protection zone for the well might encroach
upon an existing cornfield on the site. The solicitor mentioned that covenants affecting
the land will also need to be addressed, including private covenants as well as a DCNR
restriction recorded when grant monies were advanced to the Township for
development of Dietrich Park.

Ms. Crawford advised that the elevated tank repainting project is proceeding well. A
site meeting took place on September 6 to determine the exact location of the logos to
be painted onto the tank. The Muhlenberg logo will be very visible from Tuckerton
Road. The logo on the other side will be visible at a great distance, including from the
airport area. The contractor is currently applying the finished coat of paint. The logo
will be applied in approximately two weeks. The site meeting regarding the placement
of the logo was attended by Mr. Calpino, Ms. Crawford, Commissioner lmhoff,
Commissioner Wolfinger and Keith Mohn of the Township Engineering Department.
Mr. lmhoff suggested the Board consider holding a dedication event when the tank is
complete. The Board concurred that it would be an excellent time to demonstrate to the
public that the Township and the Authority are taking good care of infrastructure, and
would be good public relations generally.
Mr. Calpino advised that plans are being made for the necessary water testing to take
place when the tank is refilled. Ms. Crawford advised that the Authority will need an
operations permit from DEP in order to put the tank back into use as part of the
municipal water system. Because of that fact, DEP should get as much advance notice
of the intent to refill and use the tank as possible. Mr. Calpino told the Board that cell
antennas are being replaced and the Authority SCADA system on the tank has been
reinstalled.

Payment Application No. 3 from Minoan, lnc. is before the Board in the amount of
$266,850. Both MBA and SSM recommend approval. Mr. Botch made a motion to

approve Minoan Payment Application No. 3 in the amount stated. That motion was
seconded by Mr. King and unanimously adopted.

MBA has issued its invoice in the amount of $12,000 for inspection and monitoring
services. Mr. King made a motion to approve the MBA invoice in the amount stated.
That motion was seconded by Mr. lmhoff and unanimously adopted. Ms. Crawford
advised that due to the status of the project, SSM will instruct MBA personnel to go to a
part-time status in order to keep total contract costs to MBA in line with original
estimated costs.

A meter has been pulled for maintenance from the South Temple sewer pump station.
SSM will prepare a semi-annual report under the Corrective Action Plan by its due date
at the end of this month.
SSM and management recommend adding pipe videos to the GIS system. Because of
the amount of data involved to add video, SSM will create an extra-net site linked to the
Authority's GIS software, to be accessible with a user name and password. Mr" Calpino
told the Board that the fire department has been asking for access to the GIS system
with respect to fire hydrant locations and data regarding flow, pressure, main size, etc.
with regard to hydrants on the MTA system, lt would be possible to share a layer of the
GIS system, allowing only access to the hydrant information but not other information on
the system. However, the Authority is permitted only five users under its current
license. The cost of an additional license would probably be more than the fire
company would be able to afford. Mr. Botch made a motion to allow the Muhlenberg
fire companies to use the MTA License for the GIS system, provided access is limited to
hydrant information and there is no capacity to change data on the system. The Board
discussed the need for a confidentiality agreement with regard to system information
available to users of the GIS system. There also would be a need for training, as well
as information sharing with regard to specifically what personnel would have access to
the user name and password. Because of several pending issues which should be
addressed concerning allowing a third-party access to the MTA GIS system, Mr. Botch
withdrew his motion. Access for the fire companies will be considered at a subsequent
meeting.

Sewer Specialties has completed its inflow and infiltration video work in the South
Temple area. SSM has received videos and will review them to determine what
remedial work will be necessary. The 2017 l&l Project continues with Sewer Specialties
obtaining video of sewer lines in the Whitford Hills area.

SSM Group is still awaiting on information from the School District regarding real estate
issues in order to move forward with the South Temple sewer pumping station plans.
The solicitor advised that he has been in contact with Brian Boland, Muhlenberg School
District solicitor, concerning the acquisition by the Authority of an easement or fee
interest in land in front of the existing station, near to South Temple Boulevard. That
property extending to the Sth Street Highway, and then along the Highway to the open
fields behind the high school is all owned by the School District. Mr. Boland has been

provided with copies of tax maps and other public record information so he and School
District representatives may understand the situation involving South Temple station.
The Authority station currently occupies on a permanent easement granted by
Muhlenberg Township, Mr. Boland suggested that a site meeting would be useful, to be
attended by himself and other school district representatives. lt was agreed that the
meeting should be arranged as soon as possible, and that the Township Manager as
well as Authority representatives should be invited to attend.
Ms. Crawford discussed the sewer main situation along Leicz's Bridge Road. A sewer
interceptor conveys approximately B0% of MTA sewer flow to the City. That sewer main
receives flow from the Laurel Run pump station. There are two parallel force mains of
eight inch diameter, flowing into a single fifteen inch gravity main. With the upgrade of
the South Temple station as well as the addition of flow from pending developments in
the Township, the gravity main should rise on the priority list of capital projects to be
done by the Authority. lt was noted that the fifteen inch main eventually flows into a
thirty inch main before it enters the City system near the Ballpark. Mr" Botch made a
motion to authorize SSM to do an evaluation of the Leicz's Bridge Road gravity sewer
main, with a report to be made to the Board following analysis by the consulting
engineers. That review would consider potential costs, whether additional easements
would be necessary and other related issues involving such a project. That motion was
seconded by Mr. lmhoff and unanimously adopted. Ms. Crawford will report further at a
subsequent Board meeting.

The Operations Report for the preceding month was presented by Mr. Calpino, a full
copy of which has been appended to these Minutes. Authority personnel were busy
with repairs in August. Four main breaks were repaired. Eight curb boxes were
repaired and four services were renewed. Painting of hydrants has begun. The North
13th Street hydrant has been flushed and MTA is no longer involved with the water main
north from the RAWA North 13th Street connection.

The corrected engineering bills for the month of August were reviewed. Mr. King made
a motion to approve the engineering bills for August, as revised. That motion was
seconded by Mr. Botch and unanimously adopted.

The September engineering bills were reviewed. Mr. Botch made a motion to approve

the September engineering bills as presented. That motion was seconded by

Mr,

lmhoff and unanimously adopted.
The accounts payable were reviewed, a full copy of which has been appended to these
Minutes. Brief discussion took place concerning real estate taxes due on the quarry
property. Mr. Calpino explained that the item reflected on the accounts payable list
represents school tax for a very small portion of the tract which is leased to AT&T for
cellular services. That amount is collected from AT&T under the terms of its lease.
With that explanation, Mr. lmhoff made a motion to approve the accounts payable as
presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. Botch and unanimously adopted.
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Under the solicitor's repoft, Mr. Yoder advised that developer agreement documents
have been prepared for the Monroe Street Development. A few minor changes will be
needed to address points in the recent SSM review letter. He recommends authorizing
release of those draft plans to dH Enterprises, the engineer for the developer. The
Board concurred that the developer documents should be released for review.

With regard to the Met-Ed sewer line, the solicitor commented that the Met-Ed
easement was recorded since the date of the last Board meeting. However, the
Authority has yet to receive an easement agreement from Clover Farms Dairy.
Additionally, the solicitor has prepared a Mortgagee Waiver concerning the Clover
Farms tract, for signature by the mortgage holder on that parcel, That document has
yet to be signed and returned.

The sewer improvements required under the Rosedale Municipal

lmprovements,
Easement and Dedication Agreement have been completed to the satisfaction of the
Authority. The solicitor recommends that the Board accept dedication of those
improvements and authorize its officers to countersign the document which has already
been signed by Rosedale. Mr. King made a motion to accept dedication of the sewer
improvements installed by Rosedale Camp Grove. That motion was seconded by Mr.
Botch and unanimously adopted. Multiple copies of the agreement will be executed by
officers of the Authority. One of which will be recorded by the solicitor.

Since the date of the last Board meeting, the Authority received definitive debt
amortization information from the City of Reading, relevant to future rates under the
2012lntermunicipal Agreement. Mr. Calpino advised that the Authority office received a
request for information from the City, in order for the City to establish the rate applicable
in 2018.

Mr. Botch presented the treasurer's report for the current period. The Authority
experienced a net cash gain in the preceding month of $1,138,596.90. lnterest
continues to be paid on deposit accounts of the Authority held under the Vist Bank ICS
Program at the rate of 0A8%. Mr. lmhoff made a motion to approve the treasurer's
report as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. King and unanimously adopted.

Mr. Calpino advised that, at the instruction of the Board at the August meeting, he has
followed-up with obtaining information relating to insurance coverages of the Authority.
Specifically, he has inquired as to the cost of adding Social Engineering coverage,
which involves coverage against online and cyber fraud, and losses associated with that
type of conduct. The Authority's current carrier which is Selective does not provide that
coverage. Travelers insurance does provide that coverage, but it is made part of
coverages which include forgery, computer crime, funds transfer fraud and other
coverages. At a net cost increase of about $700, the Authority can obtain Social
Engineering coverage, as well as coverage for other crimes, with employee dishonesty
coverage of $50,000. The current employee dishonesty coverage is $100,000. To
retain the employee dishonesty $100,000 limit, and to cover social engineering as well
as all of the other listed risks, the cost increase to the Authority would be approximately

$800.00. The coverage would be available immediately, according to Tompkins
lnsurance. Mr. King made a motion to retain the $100,000 limit on employee
dishonesty, and to purchase the Traveler's policy which includes Social Engineering
and other crimes coverage at the costs shown on the handout provided by Mr. Calpino.
That motion was seconded by Mr. Botch and unanimously adopted. Mr. Calpino will
take necessary steps to change carriers with respect to that component of Authority
insurance coverages.
Mr. Calpino advised that MTA has filed a civil action before MJD Patton with regard to
the fire hydrant damage. The solicitor advised of his conversation with counsel for the
Defendant, Althea Sekella. The hearing had been scheduled for September 13, 2017,
but counsel for Ms. Sekella has requested a postponement. No new date has been set.
On motion of Mr. Botch, seconded by Mr. lmhoff and unanimously adopted, the solicitor
was given authorization to resolve the matter in advance of the hearing if possible.

Mr. Calpino advised that the Berks County Water and Sewer Association has
implemented a Source Water Protection Program including the engagement of an
employee to coordinate source water efforts throughout the County. The annual fee to
MTA would be $'1,000, based on its service area and the number of customers served.
Action on participating in the BCWSA Source Water Program was deferred. Mr,
Calpino will inquire if Muhlenberg Township has already paid to participate in the
program.

Chairman Lerch declared the Board in

to executive session to discuss personnel

matters at 3:10 p.m.

At 3:50 p.m. the Chairman declared the Board back into general session.

Mr. King made a motion to authorize payment of a vehicle damage claim bill in the
amount of $'1 ,144.80. That motion was seconded by Mr. Botch and unanimously
adopted.

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 3:55
p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board will be held on Thursday, October 5,2017
beginning at 1:00 p.m. at the Authority office.
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