MUHLENBERG TOWNSHIP AUTHORITY

A regular meeting of the Board of Muhlenberg Township Authority, Water and

Sewer
Projects, was held on Thursday, April 5,2018, beginning at 7:00 p.m. (E.D.T.) at 210
George Street, Muhlenberg Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, pursuant to notice
both advertised and posted according to law.
I

The following members of the Board were present:

John lmhoff
John Morganti
Stewart E. Lerch
Otto W. Voit, lll
Michael R. King

Also in attendance were Authority Manager Jeffrey A. Calpino, Mark G. Yoder of
counsel and Darryl Jenkins, P.E., of SSM Group, consulting engineers to the Authority.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman lmhoff.
The Minutes of the previous regular meeting of the Board held on March B, 20'18 as well
as the Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Board held on March 12, 2018 were both
approved on motion of Mr. Morganti, seconded by Mr. Voit and unanimously adopted,
based on photocopies thereof provided to each member of the Board prior to the
meeting.
There were no public comments.

Under the Engineer's report, Mr. Jenkins advised that SSM Group has submitted the
Authority's semi-annual report due to DEP under the South Temple Sewer Pump
Station Corrective Action Plan. The next report will be due in six months.
Bid Specifications are being prepared for the remedial work required based on review of

the video from the 2017 lnflow & lnfiltration Project. Mr. Jenkins expects that the

specifications will be completed by the end of April and will be available for review by
the solicitor and by the Board at the May meeting.

Design is underway for the new South Temple sewer pump station. A meeting took
place earlier in the week to review the design drawings at the 60% stage of completion.
The project is on schedule.
SSM Group will be submitting a permit application to DEP with regard to the Leisz's
Bridge Road Sewer Project. Mr. Jenkins expects that the application will be submitted
the week of April 9, 2018.

With regard to well site development, SSM Group has prepared and presented a scope
of services requesting authorization by the Authority Board for engineering fees
associated with well development in the amount of $13,700. Mr. Lerch made a motion
to approve the engineering fees for the project. That motion was seconded by Mr. Voit
and unanimously adopied. Separately, Mr. Jenkins advised that a proposal has been
received from Rettew for geotechnical services. The cost of geotechnical services had
earlier been approved under a proposal to the Authority by Enviroscan. Enviroscan has
been acquired by Rettew, but the services to be performed remain the same. Mr. Lerch
made a motion to approve the substitution of Rettew for Enviroscan, lnc., in order that
Rettew may perform the necessary geotechnical services at the silt basin site. That
motion was seconded by Mr. Voit and unanimously adopted. Additionally, a Wetlands
and Bog Turtle study will be required. Liberty Environmental has made a proposal to
perform those services for the Authority at a cost of $6,000. Mr. King made a motion to
approve the environmental services proposal of Liberty Environmental. That motion
was seconded by Mr. Voit and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Lerch then made a motion to authorize Mr. Calpino to sign the contracts for services
with regard to the well site exploration at the silt basin property on behalf of the
Authority. That motion was seconded by Mr. Voit and unanimously adopted.

Mr. Jenkins advised that the 2017 Chapler 94 Report
completed by SSM and submitted to the City of Reading.

of the Authority has

been

SSM Group has begun work on the 2017 Consumer Confidence Report which is due by
the end of June.

The Specifications for the Rivervale Sewer Force Main Project are

7

5o/o complete.

Those specifications should be ready for advertisement for bids within the next month or
two.

With regard to the South Temple Sewer Pump Station Project, David Blackmore and
Associates (DBA) has prepared a proposal for geotechnical work at a cost to the
Authority of $4,250. That work involves testing of subsurface conditions to assure that
the structure to be constructed has adequate below-ground support. Mr. Jenkins
explained that core borings would be performed and analyzed by DBA. Terms and
Conditions have been attached to the DBA proposal, which have been preliminarily
reviewed by the solicitor. The solicitor has several comments, which could be redlined
into the Terms and Conditions if the solicitor is provided with a WORD version of the
document. Mr. Jenkins suggested that the Board approve the price of geotechnical
services and approve the DBA proposal subject to the solicitor's approval of the Terms
and Conditions. Mr. King made a motion to that effect, which was seconded by Mr.
Voit. The motion passed unanimously.
The solicitor advised that he would edit the Terms and Conditions to provide for an
insurance requirement, with both the Authority and Muhlenberg Township named as
additional insured parties under a policy procured by DBA. The property on which the

testing is to occur is not owned by the Authority. The Authority will have easement
rights on property owned by Muhlenberg Township.
Mr. Voit inquired as to whether a budget had been established for the South Temple
Sewer Pump Station Project. Mr. Jenkins and Mr. Calpino advised that the approximate
cost has been determined to be $1.'l million.

Mr. Voit then made a motion to accept the Engineers' Report as presented. That
motion was seconded by Mr. Lerch and unanimously adopted.

Mr. Calpino presented the Operations Report for the preceding month, a full copy of
which has been appended to these Minutes. He advised that the pump at the Heather
Knoll sewer station was pulled due to blockage. The wet wells at Heather Knoll,
Rivervale and Eagles Landing were vacuumed in the preceding month. Authoriiy
personnel were busy with snow clearing through the month. Leak detection continues
throughout the system. Mr. King made a motion to accept the report as presented.
That motion was seconded by Mr. Voit and passed unanimously.
The engineering bills for the preceding month were briefly reviewed. Mr. Voit made a
motion to approve payment of the bills as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr.
Lerch and passed unanimously.
The accounts payable for the Water Department were reviewed, a full listing of which
has been appended to these Minutes. Mr. Lerch made a motion to approve the Water
Department accounts payable as presented. That motron was seconded by Mr. King
and passed unanimously.
The accounts payable for the Sewer Department were reviewed, a full listing of which
has been appended to these Minutes. Mr. Voit made a motion to approve the Sewer
Department accounts payable as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. Lerch
and passed unanimously.
Under the solicitor's report, Mr. Yoder advised that a Developer's Agreement has been
prepared anticipating changes discussed at the special meeting with representatives of
the Town Square Development. The Authority is awaiting revised plans. Upon receipt
of those revised drawings, the Developer's Agreement will be finalized into a draft form
for review by Town Square
Mr. Yoder advised that negotiations continue in an effort to resolve the Sekella litigation
involving destruction of a fire hydrant.

With regard to the South Temple Sewer Pump Station Project, two matters are before
the Board for consideration. The solicitor advised that the Easement from Muhlenberg

to Muhlenberg Township Authority has been approved by the
Commissioners, signed and delivered. The Easement format requires the adoption of a
Resolution by the MTA Board to approve acceptance of the terms and conditions of the

Township

Easement. Resolution 2018-4 has been prepared in that regard. Mr. Voit made a
motion to adopt Resolution 2018-4 approving the form of the Easement from
Muhlenberg Township to Muhlenberg Township Authority. That motion was seconded
by Mr. King and passed unanimously. Mr. Yoder advised that the Easement itself
should be approved for execution by authorized officers of the Authority. Mr. King made
a motion to authorize the Chairman and Secretary to execute the Easement on behalf of
the Authority in order that the solicitor may record the Easement with the Office of the
Recorder of Deeds. That motion was seconded by Mr. Voit and the motion passed
unanimously.

The solicitor advised that the License Agreement between Muhlenberg Township and
Muhlenberg Township Authority regarding access to the silt basin site was executed in
advance of the meeting. He suggested that a ratifying motion would be appropriate,
explicitly granting Board approval to the License Agreement relating to preliminary work
at the silt basin site for purposes of well site exploration. Mr. Lerch made a motion to
ratify the actions of Board members and management in negotiating and executing the
License Agreement with Muhlenberg Township. That motion was seconded by Mr. Voit
and passed unanimously.
Mr. Voit presented the Treasurer's report for the preceding month. He advised that a
meeting took place on March 22 with representatives of Vist Bank to discuss rates of
return on deposit accounts of the Authority. The Bank is now paying 1.0o/o on general
deposits and 1.20ok on funds held in the ICS program. Additionally, the finance
committee will be meeting on April 9 to discuss the forecasting model originally
prepared by Mr. King and Mr. Calpino. He suggested that it may be advisable to move
some cash within separate accounts to achieve higher rates of return. Mr. Morganti
made a motion to approve the Treasurer's report as presented. That motion was
seconded by Mr. Lerch and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Calpino advised the Board that Exide has paid the bankruptcy claim of the Authority
in full. The solicitor commented that payment in full is important beyond the fact that
$13,000 has been recovered on an overdue account. Bankruptcy counsel and the
Court accepted the position of the Authority that unpaid water and sewer rates
constitute
secured municipal claim for purposes of Chapter 11 bankruptcy,
notwithstanding the fact that the lien had not been filed on the Berks County records
prior to the bankruptcy filing date.

a

Mr, Calpino reminded the Board that an Open House has been scheduled for 10:00
a.m. on Friday, April 13,2018 at which time the City of Reading will formally open the
Administrative Building at Frrtz's lsland. This represents a significant benchmark in the
ongoing Sewer lmprovement Project by the City. Board members interested in
attending will meet at the Authority offices ai 9:00 a.m. on April 13 to attend the
dedication ceremony.

streei Highway Revitalization Project has
been scheduled for 8:00 a.m. on saturday, April 14, with breakfast to begin at 7:30 a.m.

A meeting on the Muhlenberg Township's

sth

The meeting will take place at 210 George Street in the Board room.

The Dedication and Open House for the repainted Tuckerton Road elevated tank will
take place on Saturday, April 21 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Mr. Calpino advised
that handouts have been prepared and events have been planned for that day.
Mr. Calpino advised the Board that he is seeking pricing for new pumps for the Heather
Knoll pump station. He met with a representative handling Barnes pumps and was
shown specifications for a pump which has a cutter head intended to alleviate problems
caused by wipes and other products being flushed into the sanitary sewer system. He
will advise the Board of pump prices at a subsequent meeting. Mr. Voit made a motion
to approve the report of the Manager as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr.
Lerch and unanimously adoPted.

The Board recognized the services of Mr. King. All in attendance complimented him for
his initiatives in improving the pension plan and other financial aspects of the Authority
and for his service to the Authority generally. Mr. King has announced his resignation
from the MTA Board effective April 30, 2018.
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35
p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board will take place at 7:00 p m on Thursday,
May 10, 2018 al the Muhlenberg Township Building.
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