MUHLENBERG TOWNSHIP AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD

A regular meeting of the Board of Muhlenberg Township Authority, Water and

Sewer
Projects, was held on Thursday, November 8, 2018, beginning at 7:00 p.m. (E.S.T.) at
210 George Street, Muhlenberg Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, pursuant to
notice both advertised and posted according to law.

The following members of the Board were present:

John lmhoff
John Morganti
Otto W. Voit, lll
Richard Heffner
Scott Lehr
ln attendance were Authority Manager Jeffrey A. Calpino, Mark G. Yoder and Thomas A.
Rothermel, of counsel, DarrylA. Jenkins, P.E. of Spotts, Stevens and McCoy, consulting
engineers to the Authority, and Muhlenberg Township Manager, Brian Harris. Members
of the public were also in attendance. The meeting was joined in progress by Chris
Brasler, Developer of the Berks 222 Project.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman lmhoff, following an executive
session to discuss personnel matters.
The Minutes of the previous regular meeting of the Board held on October 4,2018 were
approved on motion of Mr. Voit, seconded by Mr. Morganti and unanimously adopted,
based on photocopies thereof provided to each member of the Board prior to the meeting.

The Chairman suggested that the Board should reorganize, given the fact that the
resignation of Board member Stewart Lerch leaves open the office of Secretary. After
brief discussion, Mr. Heffner resigned his position as Assistant Secretary/Treasurer. Mr.
Voit then made a motion to elect Richard Heffner as Secretary and Scott Lehr as Assistant
Secretary/Treasurer of the Authority by unanimous consent of the Board. That motion
was seconded by Mr. Morganti and unanimously adopted.
There were no public comments.
Under the report of the engineer, Mr. Jenkins advised that a new engineering project has
been opened consisting of the construction phase of the South Temple Sewer Pump
Station. A meeting on that project took place recently with the contractor to go over
changes to the drawings. Work is proceeding on the site according to plan.

Three possible locations for a new water supply well have been located upon the
Township's silt basin property. The agreement with the Township provides that the
Authority will give sixty (60) days' notice of its intent to drill exploratory wells. When SSM
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and Authority management have conclusively determined the specific locations where
technical analysis indicates test wells should be drilled, appropriate notice will be sent to
the Township.

Mr. Jenkins advised that the Delaware River Basin Commission docket renewal for
Muhlenberg Township Authority has been substantially completed, and is currently under
review for accuracy at SSM. He expects that the submission to DRBC will be in finalform
by the date of the December Board meeting. The application for renewal of the docket is
not due until March 3, 2019.

Mr. Jenkins advised that other projects on which SSM is performing services for the
Authority are summarized on the written engineer's report presented to each member of
the Board prior to the meeting.
Mr. Morganti made a motion to accept the engineer's report as presented. That motion
was seconded by Mr. Heffner and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Calpino presented the Operations Report for the preceding month, a full copy of which

has been appended to these Minutes. Hydrant flushing for the year is complete. A
sinkhole was once again repaired at Dietrich Park. All generators of the Authority have
been serviced to prepare for the cold weather months. ln response to a question from Mr.
Voit, Mr. Calpino advised that he has been reviewing the three (3) quarterly Exhibit I
Reports recently received from the City of Reading pursuant to the Sewer lntermunicipal
Agreement. Mr. Calpino notes that the City has not rounded EDU figures to whole
numbers, but has calculated certain figures using EDU numbers taken out to several
decimal places. Mr. Calpino will meet with James Patton, the city representative now
responsible for preparation of Exhibit I reports, to review repoft preparation.
Mr. Voit made a motion to approve the Operations Report as presented. That Motion was
seconded by Mr. Morganti and unanimously adopted.

The engineering bills for the preceding month were reviewed. Mr. Voit made a motion to
approve the engineering bills for payment as presented. That motion was seconded by
Mr. Morganti and unanimously adopted.
The accounts payable for both the Water and Sewer departments for the preceding month
had been distributed prior to the meeting, a full listing of which has been appended to
these Minutes. Mr. Lehr made a motion to approve payment of the accounts payable for
both the water and sewer departments as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr.
Voit and unanimously adopted.

Under the Solicitor's report, Mr. Yoder advised that the Authority has now received
executed copies of the Municipal lmprovements Agreement for Town Square, signed by
Paramount Pad at Town Square, LLC. He suggested that the Board may wish to approve

the countersignature of those Agreements by Authority officers. Mr. Heffner made

a

Motion to authorize the Authority Chairman and Secretary to countersign the Municipal

lmprovements Agreement for the Town Square Development. Mr. Lehr seconded the
motion and the motion passed unanimously. Two original copies of the Municipal
lmprovements Agreement were signed by Muhlenberg Township Authority. The Solicitor
will deliver one original copy to the developer's counsel. The Solicitor further advised that
the Town Square deed to Paramount Pad has not yet been recorded. Therefore, the
Easement document cannot yet be finalized and recorded. He suggested that the Board
may wish to authorize the Easement to be countersigned in advance of the December
meeting, assuming that the Solicitor can confirm recordation of the development tract
deed, and assuming the Authority receives a properly signed and notarized Easement
document. Mr. Heffner made a motion to authorize Authority officers to countersign the
Easement document for Town Square, under the conditions stated by the Solicitor. Mr.
Lehr seconded the Motion and the Motion passed unanimously.

Chris Brasler joined the meeting at this time. Mr. Brasler is a principal of the entity which
is developing the Berks 222 sile, north of the Walmarl along the Fifth Street Highway and
south of the Authority Well 15 parcel. Mr. Brasler advised the Board of the project status.
The developer has received conditional final approval of its plan from the Township.
However, there are three elements of the plan which involve cooperation and input from
the Authority.
First, PennDOT has conditioned its approval of the access to the site upon the execution
of a release document by which the Authority would relinquish its control of a portion of
the Well 15 wellhead protection easement. The DEP has been contacted in that regard,
and has advised that relinquishment of the easement rights by the Authority, as originally
proposed, would jeopardize continuing right of the Authority to use Well 15. This is an
unacceptable scenario. Mr. Brasler advised that he has engaged environmental law
counsel to work with PennDOT and DEP to devise a solution which is acceptable to both
regulatory bodies, and which will allow for both the continued use of Well 15 and
development of the site. He or his counsel will report further as this issue develops.

Mr, Voit raised the question of whether the Berks 222 property will be taxable in
Ontelaunee Township or in Muhlenberg Township. Mr. Brasler advised the Assessment
Office has determined the new improvements on the property will be split with respect to
taxation. 85% of the assessed value will be taxable by Muhlenberg Township and 15%
will be taxable by Ontelaunee Township, together with their respective school districts.
The second issue which involves the Authority relates to the water mains by which water
is conveyed from Well 15 to the municipal system of the Authority. Due to a requirement
of the Township, the developer will install a road for fire protection access. To allow for
the construction of a road without creating the need for a large retaining wall, the building
size has been somewhat reduced. However, the site plans will require the relocation of
the water mains from Well '15. A Municipal lmprovements Agreement will be needed
setting forth conditions under which the developer may relocate those water mains at
developer's expense. The Solicitor will work with developer's counsel in that regard.
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The third issue relating to MTA involves the fire suppression system proposed for the
buildings to be constructed on the site. Mr. Brasler advised that, since the buildings are
being constructed' on spec, he intends to include sprinkler systems of the highest
standard, known as ESFR sprinkler systems. Those systems require a high volume of
water flow. Additional infrastructure might be necessary in order to augment the water
supply to the site, now primarily coming from Well 15, with other MTA water sources.
Construction of a water main to allow for more direct flow from Well 14 to the Berks 222
site may be feasible. However, that may involve easements and other agreements with
the Authority and possibly with the adjoining property owner of the Walmart site.
The Board thanked Mr. Brasler for its attention and assistance.
The Solicitor advised that the developer documents for the Newman development along
Fifth Street Highway have been completed, but for correction of a drawing to be attached
to the easement in favor of the Authority. The Solicitor has been in contact with counsel
for the developer multiple times in that regard. When the easement drawing has been
corrected, documents will be available for execution by the developer and the Authority.
The Solicitor has been advised by counsel for the developer of the Monroe Street project
that the developer does intend to proceed. However, the Authority has not yet received
the required cash escrow for engineering and legal work involved with finalizing those
plans.
The Solicitor confirmed that, with the delivery of three Exhibit I Quarterly Reports by the
City of Reading, the City is current in its quarterly reporting to the Authority under the
Sewer I ntermunicipal Agreement.
Both Agreements between Muhlenberg Township Authority and Reading Area Water
Authority have been satisfactorily finalized. The Cooperation Agreement is now in effect.
The Agreement with respect to MTA providing service to the Petro site along Route 61 is
also final. Mr. Calpino confirmed that Muhlenberg Township Authority has been serving
water to the Petro site, at two service locations, for several weeks.
Mr. Voit made a motion to accept the Solicitor's report as presented. That motion was
seconded by Mr. Morganti and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Voit presented the Treasurer's report for the current period. He noted that all water
accounts are earning interest at the rate of 2,00%. He commented that the sewer
investment account is earning interest at the rate of 2.287%. A schedule of cash gains by
both the water and sewer department for the month, together with a cash flow chart
covering a one year period, are both attached to the report. Mr. Morganti made a motion
to accept the Treasurer's report as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. Heffner
and unanimously adopted.
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Mr. Calpino advised that the one-year inspection of the elevated tank repainting project
has taken place. No major issues were discovered. A written report, together with video
and photos, will be delivered to the Authority.

Mr. Calpino confirmed that work proceeds at the South Temple sewer pump station.
Excavation on the site has taken place and steel has been delivered. The base of the
building should be poured before the end of this calendar year. Mr. Jenkins advised that
geotechnical personnel will be onsite next week to inspect the work.

The Authority has hired two new employees. Nate Lunsford began work yesterday. He
has had work experience at RAWA. Jeff Krick begins work with the Authority on
November 12.

The Board discussed a Christmas pafty, to take place in conjunction with Township
personnel. Additionally, two employees of the Authority are retiring. lt was decided that
the retirement party for the two retiring MTA employees will be held in conjunction with
the joint Christmas party of the Authority and the Township. Mr. lmhoff will speak with the
other Commissioners concerning a date, time and place for the event.
An inspection of facilities took place on October 18, attended by several Board members.
Mr. lmhoff commented that the Muhlenberg Township Authority remote facilities are in
very good condition.

The Berks County Water and Sewer Association is conducting a program on Thursday,
November 15, beginning at 7:30 a.m. at the Western Berks Water Authority water
treatment plant. The event will include breakfast, seminar programs and a tour of the
plant. Anyone interested in touring the WBWA facilities should contact Mr. Calpino
following the meeting.
Mr. Voit asked about MTA Board terms expiring at the end of the year. Only his term will
be expiring. He will be in contact with Mr. Malinowski, President of the Muhlenberg
Township Commissioners, expressing interest in reappointment for a five year term.

John lmhoff read the Board a thank-you note written to the Authority by Phyllis Hummel,
who is retiring soon. She expressed her appreciation to the Authority and its Board for the
opportunities provided to her.

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10
p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board will take place at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday,
December 6,2018 at the Muhlenberg Townshpr r*.Building at 2fOGeqOe Street.
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