MUHLENBERG TOWNSHIP AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD
A regular meeting of the Board of Muhlenberg Township Authority, Water and Sewer
Projects, was held on Thursday, June 6, 2019, beginning at 7:00 p.m. (E.D.T.) at 210
George Street, Muhlenberg Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, pursuant to notice
both advertised and posted according to law.
The following members of the Board were present:

John lmhoff
John Morganti
Scott Lehr
Otto W. Voit, lll
Richard Heffner
ln attendance were Authority Manager Jeffrey A. Calpino, Mark G. Yoder and Thomas A.
Rothermel, of counsel, and Darryl A. Jenkins, P.E. of Spotts, Stevens and McCoy,
consulting engineers to the Authority. The meeting was also attended by Authority
employee Jeff Krick and Authority Superintendent Tim Feltenberger. Muhlenberg
Township Manager Brian Harris was in attendance, as was Muhlenberg Commissioner
Steve Wolfinger. The meeting was attended by Chris Brasler, developer of two projects
in the Township, and by Diane Benson, a member of the public,

The meeting was called to order by Chairman lmhoff at 7:00 p.m. following an executive
session to discuss personnel matters.

The Minutes of the previous regular meeting of the Board held on May 9, 2019 were
approved on motion of Mr. Heffner, seconded by Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted,
based on photocopies thereof provided to each member of the Board prior to the meeting.
Under public comments, Chris Brasler provided status reports to the Board on the Berks
61 Project and the Berks 222 Project.

With regard to Berks 61, equipment is onsite and the project involving the development
of the Carbonlite facility are underway. The project is moving forurrard as planned.

With respect to Berks 222, Mr. Brasler advised of a meeting which took place in
Harrisburg on May 31,2019. ln attendance were representatives of PennDOT, DEP, Mr.
Brasler and his environmental counsel, and Mr. Rothermel of counsel and Al Giuseppe
of SSM on behalf of MTA. Mr. Brasler advised that PennDOT seemed more receptive
and flexible to an arrangement to modify its slope protection easement in a way which
DEP would find unobjectionable. Mr. Rothermel advised that he supported the Berks 222
Project at the meeting, but advised those in attendance that the Authority is concerned
not to lose its permit, or permitted withdrawal capacity, at Well 15. DEP and its counsel
were inflexible at the May 31 meeting, and no agreement was reached. Mr. Brasler
advised that since the May 31 conference in Harrisburg, he has been in contact with other

representatives of State government, specifically individuals at the PA Department of
Community and Economic Development. lt is possible that DCED may recommend that
PennDOT withdraw its request for a slope easement in this instance. If no slope
easement is granted, there would be no reason for DEP to modify or rescind MTA's permit
for Well 15. Mr. Brasler will be in contact with the Authority in the near future concerning
this possibility.

Mr. Brasler advised that his local counsel has reviewed and revised the proposed
Municipal lmprovements Agreement with the Authority. Mr. Yoder suggested that
Attorney Becker may wish to revisit those edits, since it appears that substantial sanitary
sewer improvements will be necessary. Mr. Brasler agreed. He will be in contact with
Daniel Becker, Esquire, to assure that references to sanitary sewer improvements are
included in the lmprovements Agreement, to the extent those improvements comprise
part of the revised plans for the project. Mr. Yoder also suggested that Mr. Brasler should
work to obtain cost estimates, separately broken out with respect to water and sewer
improvements, for review by the Authority. Following Authority approval, those figures
will be used in determining financial security required under the Municipal lmprovements
Agreement.
Mr. Brasler thanked the Board for its attention and left the meeting at this time.
Under the Engineer's Report, Mr. Jenkins advised that work on the South Temple sewer
pumping station is progressing well. The contractor continues to be about one month
ahead of schedule. Work should be complete by the end of the summer.

A pre-construction meeting took place regarding the Rivervale Force Main Pipe Bursting
Project. Mr. Jenkins suggested adding one item to the scope of the project, that being a
new air release manhole at a cost of approximately $11,000. He advised that there is a
$20,000 allowance in the contract amount, so the matter could be handled as a work
directive change, as opposed to a Change Order. The Board agreed that Spotts, Stevens
and McCoy should proceed in that manner.
Payment applications are before the Board for approval concerning work at the South
Temple station. JEV Construction has submitted its Payment Application No. 6 in the
amount of $170,325. Spotts, Stevens and McCoy recommends approval of the
application. Mr. Morganti made a motion to approve JEV Payment Application No. 6 in
the amount stated. That motion was seconded by Mr. Voit and unanimously adopted.
Shannon A. Smith, lnc., has submitted its Payment Application No. 5 in the amount of
$7,494.30. Spotts, Stevens and McCoy also recommends payment of the Shannon A.
Smith application. Mr. Heffner made a motion to approve the Shannon a. Smith, lnc.,
Payment Application No. 5 in the amount stated. That motion was seconded by Mr. Voit
and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Jenkins advised that he and other representatives of Spotts, Stevens and McCoy will
request a meeting with the building committee, after consultation with an architect. Work
continues on preliminary layout and design of new facilities for the Authority.
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Mr. Calpino asked if work is proceeding on contract specifications and documents for
sewer inflow and infiltration repairs. Mr. Calpino recalled that, in viewing recent video of
sewer mains, several mains appear to be in very poor condition with sections of pipe
entirely missing. Mr. Jenkins advised that Spotts, Stevens and McCoy will assign first
priority to the l&l Project as soon as the South Temple sewer pump station work is
substantially complete.
Mr. Lehr made a motion to approve the Engineer's Report as presented. That motion
was seconded by Mr. Heffner and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Calpino presented the Operations Report for the preceding month, a full copy of which
has been appended to these Minutes. A great deal of personnel time in May was taken
up with finalizing the Frush Valley leak repair project. Otherwise, maintenance operations
in the preceding month were relatively routine. Nine curb boxes were excavated, cleaned
or repaired and trunk line work began along South Temple Boulevard. Mr. Voit made a
motion to approve the Operations Report as presented. That motion was seconded by
Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted.

The engineering bills for the preceding month were reviewed. Mr. Heffner made a motion
to approve the engineering bills for payment as presented. That motion was seconded by
Mr. Voit and unanimously adopted.
The accounts payable for both the Water and Sewer departments forthe preceding month
had been distributed prior to the meeting, a full listing of which has been appended to
these Minutes, Mr. Voit made a motion to approve payment of the accounts payable for
both the Water and Sewer Departments as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr.
Lehr and unanimously adopted.

Under the Solicitor's Report, Mr. Yoder advised that water and sewer work has been
substantially completed at the Fairmont Avenue Redevelopment Project. Mr. Calpino
stated that as-built plans have been received on paper, but the Authority still needs
electronic copies of the as-built plans. The Authority continues to hold escrow funds as
security for delivery of electronic as-built plans. Mr. Yoder reminded the Board that the
Authority is still awaiting final approval of an amendment to the Act 537 sewer module for
four units in Phase 3 of the Fairmont Project. The Authority has signed off on the module
but has not been presented with a fully executed and approved module including all of
the units added by the Developer.
With regard to the Monroe Street Project, work on the water and sewer improvements is
substantially complete. Manholes are at grade and will be tested in the next several
weeks. The solicitor believes that the Monroe Street developer may be in a position to
request a reduction of financial security by the date of the July Board meeting. Work is
proceeding well and the Authority can expect that project to be complete, with regard to
water and sewer components, by the end of the summer.
The Newman Group Project along Route 222 is proceeding, but no request for reduction
of financial security has been received. Mr. Feltenberger advised that one tap has in fact

been made by the Developer, for service to one of the new businesses at the site. Water

and sewer improvement work will continue to be monitored in accordance with the
Municipal lmprovements Agreement in place with the Authority.
Similarly, work proceeds at the Town Square Development across Route 222 from lhe
Newman Group Development. The Authority has not yet received a request for financial
security reduction. The project is being accomplished under a fully executed Municipal
lmprovements Agreement, Work will continue to be monitored for completion of water
and sewer improvements at the site.
Mr. Voit made a motion to approve the Solicitor's Report as presented. That motion was
seconded by Mr. Morganti and passed unanimously.
Mr. Voit presented the Treasurer's Repoft for May 2019. He commented that the interest
rate being paid on deposit accounts of the Authority is 2.400/0, which is a very good rate
given current market conditions. Based on discussions with a representative of First
Priority/Mid-Penn Bank, it is possible that a rate of 2.50% could be obtained by the
Authority. Mr. Voit complimented management on the financial performance of the
Authority, compared to budget, evidenced by the December 31,2018 Year-End Financial
and Operating Reports. He also commented that it is significant and imporlant that the
Authority has continued to closely watch interest rates, and has made every effort to
maximize the rate of return on funds held by the Authority. Mr. Voit advised that interest

earned on Authority deposits in 2017 was approximately $104,000, interest earned in
2018 was approximately $361,000 and interest earned in 2019 is anticipated to be
approximately $768,000, if current market conditions prevail through year-end.
Mr. Morganti made a motion to accept the Treasurer's Report as presented. That motion
was seconded by Mr. Heffner and passed unanimously.

Mr. Voit then made a motion to accept the 2018 Year-End Financial and Operating
Reports of Management as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. Heffner and
passed unanimously.

A bid tabulation was distributed to each member of the Board listing bids for repairing
existing trenches, and separate bids for trench work from lVlay through September 2019
on a per square yard basis. Sloan Paving is the low bidder for repairing the existing
trenches, at a contract amount of $'17,950. Strickler Excavating is the low bidder for
repairs from the end of May through September, at a price per square yard of $90. Mr.
Voit then made a motion to accept the Sloan Paving bid for existing trench work at the
amount stated. That motion was seconded by Mr. Morganti and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Voit also made a motion to accept the Strickler Excavating bid for trench work on a
per square yard basis at the amount stated. That motion was seconded by Mr. Heffner
and unanimously adopted.

Mr. lmhoff advised that the Board discussed the hiring of an Assistant Distribution
Superintendent in executive session prior to the meeting. The Board has unanimously
agreed to appoint Jeff Krick to that position. Mr. Krick thanked the Board for its confidence

in him. The Board stated that a Memorandum of Understanding will be prepared by the
solicitor under which Mr. Krick would be reinstated to his current position if either the
Authority or Mr. Krick determines that his appointment to the Assistant Distribution
Superintendent position is not satisfactory. Neither party expects that to be the case.
Mr. Heffner made a motion to appoint Jeff Krick to the position of Assistant Distribution
Superintendent, with terms to be addressed with Mr. Krick by Mr. Calpino. That motion
was seconded by Mr. Morganti and approved unanimously.
Mr. Calpino advised that Schlouch Excavating has submitted Payment Application No. 1
to the Authority with regard to its work on the Force Main Project relating to the South
Temple sewer pump station and the Newman Group Development tract. That Payment
Application is in the amount of $18,143.33. Mr. Calpino stated that the total contract
amount is $45,108.29. lt is expected that Schlouch will make a request for payment of
the remainder of the contract amount by the date of the July meeting. The final payment
will include an add-on for rock in the amount of $685. Schlouch is performing work in
conjunction with the Newman Group Project, with force main components to be the
financial responsibility of MTA under an agreement reached with the Developer. Mr.
Calpino had expected to receive a simple invoice for the completed work. Nonetheless,
he recommends approval of the payment as requested. Mr. Voit then made a motion to
approve payment of Schlouch Excavating Payment Application No. 1 in the amount
stated. That motion was seconded by Mr. Heffner and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Calpino has obtained roof repair and replacement estimates for five locations of the
Authority. All of the quotes have been received from Bachman Roofing, which is a CoStars approved roofing contractor. Because of the Co-Stars status of Bachman, bidding
is not necessary on the project.

Three locations will require entirely new roofs, those being the Spring Valley booster at a
cost of $13,738; the Frush Valley booster at a cost of $12,210', and Well 13 (elevated
tank) ata costof $15,210. Two locationswill require roof repairs, those beingWell 8 at
a cost of $3,500 and Well 15 at a cost of $1,725. Roof replacements will be handled as
capital costs. Roof repairs will be expensed. Mr. Heffner made a motion to authorize
management to proceed with the Roof Replacement and Repair Project as described by
Mr. Calpino. That motion was seconded by Mr. Morganti and passed unanimously.

The Berks County Water and Sewer Association annual conference will be held on
Wednesday, July 31,2019 at Albright College beginning at 7:30 a.m. Mr. Calpino stated
that he has attended past BCWSA conferences and they are well run and informative.
The cost is $65 for the first attendee, and $50 for each additional person. Mr. Calpino will
not attend, but at least two operators will attend in order to each achieve six credit hours
offered at the conference. Anyone interested in attending the July 31 conference should
advise Mr. Calpino by the date of the July MTA Board meeting.
A joint picnic for employees of Muhlenberg Township Authority and Muhlenberg Township

will take place on Friday, July 12,2019 at Pavilion #2 in Dietrich Park. The picnic hours
will run from 12:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m. The picnic will be a covered dish event.

Under public comments, Township Manager Brian Harris thanked Mr. Voit for his work on
the Memorial Day ceremony.

Mr. Harris advised that Phase 1 work on the Sth Street Highway Revitalization Project is
in progress. Retaining walls and sidewalks are being installed. Engineering work is
pro."Jding with regard to Phase 2 of the project, involving the northern section of the Sth
Street Highway.
The Hay Road development has stalled at the Planning Commission level. lt is expected
that approvals will be postponed in order for the developer to work through several issues
which have arisen.
2019 scheduled roadwork by Muhlenberg Township will begin the week of June 10.

Given the complications involving insurances in order to conduct training at the quarry
site, Mr. Harris asked whether a single representative of each of the two local fire
companies would be permitted on site if insurance with a liability limit of $5.0 million were
to be provided by the Township. Mr. Yoder advised that the Township would need to
obtain a rider, specifically insuring the quarry site for the day or days on which fire
company representatives would conduct their inspection. Also, the Authority would need
to be named as an additional insured party. Mr. Harris will review the Rider requirements
with Tompkins lnsurance. Mr. Yoder confirmed that a signed individual waiver form would
be required of each individual coming onto the quarry property. Mr. Rothermel will
prepare a form for use by the Authority in that regard.
Mr. lmhoff solicited general comments from the staff and Board. Mr. Lehr inquired about
software computer system training by the Authority. That issue had been raised by the
auditors in the presentation by Herbein & Company at the May 2019 Board meeting. Mr.
Calpino advised that severalemployees are being cross-trained on the computer systems
of the Authority and Standard Operating Procedures are being prepared.

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00
p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board of the Muhlenberg Township Authority will be
held at 7:00 p.m, on Thursday, July 11 ,2019 in the main meeting room at the Muhlenberg
Township Building a|210 George Street. ,
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