MUHLENBERG TOWNSHIP AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD
A regular meeting of the Board of Muhlenberg Township Authority, Water and Sewer
Projecis, was held on Thursday, March 7, 2019, beginning at 7:00 p.m. (E.S.T.) at 2'10
George Street, Muhlenberg Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, pursuant to notice
both advertised and posted according to law.
The following members of the Board were present:

John lmhoff
John Morganti
OttoW Voit, lll
Scott Lehr
Richard Heffner
ln attendance were Authority Manager Jeffrey A. Calpino, Mark G. Yoder, of counsel, and
Darryl A. Jenkins, P.E. and Al Guiseppe, P.G., of Spotts, Stevens and McCoy, consulting

engineers to the Authority. Muhlenberg Township Manager Brian Harris was in
attendance, as was Authority Supervisor Tim Feltenberger. The meeting was also
attended by several representatives on behalf of the Berks 222 Development, those being
Daniel Becker, Esquire, Christopher Brasler, Jared Newman and Russell Long of Bogia
Engineering, lnc. Diane Benson attended the meeting as a member of the public.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman lmhoff.
The Minutes of the previous regular meeting of the Board held on February 7,2019 were
approved on motion of Mr. Morganti, seconded by Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted,
based on photocopies thereof provided to each member of the Board prior to the meeting.
Mr. lmhoff invited the representatives of the Berks 222 Project to address the Board. Mr.
Becker spoke on behalf of the developer, and advised that the proposed project site north
of Walmart on Route 222, near Authority Well No. 15, has been in the planning stages for
approximately three years. He explained a conflict which recently developed with respect
to the slope easement required by PennDOT encroaching upon the wellhead protection
easement held by Muhlenberg Township Authority with respect to Well 1 5. The developer
and its representatives have made efforts to resolve the easement issue with
representatives of PennDOT and DEP.

Mr. Becker explained the proposed slope easement and stormwater controls for the
project to the Board. He and other developer representatives advised that the stormwater
runoff has been designed to avoid the Authority wellhead protection zone. The developer
believes that the wellhead protection zone would be better protected if the grading
improvements proposed by the developer are permitted. Well 15 is down slope from the
grade of Roule 222.

A draft consent and Joinder document has been prepared by Mr. Becker's office in an
effort to resolve the situation. That draft document involves several parties, including
PennDOT, DEP and MTA. The document was prepared in an effort to obtain approval of
both regulators (DEP and PennDOT), so as to allow the project to proceed, including
widening of Rouie 222 in fronl of the project site. Mr. Guiseppe of spotts, stevens and
McCoy had preliminary conversations with representatives of DEP concerning the
wellhead protection easement. DEP advised him that MTA's permit for Well 15 would be
jeopardized if the Authority were to permit encroachment upon its wellhead protection
zone. However, Mr. Guiseppe did not have the benefit of ihe project engineering
information with regard to stormwaier controls and design when he first contacted DEP.
On behalf of the developer, Mr. Becker made it clear that the developer does not wish to
jeopardize well 15, or the Authority's permit to use well 15 at its current permitted
withdrawal rate. The intent is to reach an arrangement agreeable to all State
departments, MTA, and the developer, which allows both for the development to proceed
and for the Authority to continue to have full use of well 15. The Authority Board
expressed full support for the project, and stated that the Authority will take all steps
possible to assure that the development can proceed, provided the Authority does not
lose Well 15. The Board directed the solicitor and Spotts, Stevens and McCoy to work
with developer representatives in an effort io obiain DEP's commitment that the
development plans, as proposed and assuming full implementation, will not result in
reduction of withdrawal capacity at Well 15 or loss of the permit for Well 15.
Developer representatives agreed to provide all relevant engineering information to Mr.
Guiseppe and Spotts, Stevens and McCoy. Mr. Becker and the solicitor will work on
drafting a simpler Consent document, not involving parties unrelated to the primary issue
at hand (e.g. not including Metropolitan Edison Company or Energy Transfer Partners.)
Once prepared, MTA will ask DEP to review the agreement and will request assurance
from DEP that permitting for Well 15 will not be jeopardized by the development, provided
the developer adheres to the conditions of the revised agreement.
The developer representatives thanked the Board for its atteniion and left the meeting at
this time.
There were no public comments.

Under the engineer's report, Mr. Jenkins highlighted several of the items listed on the
written report submitted by Spotts, Stevens and McCoy. He suggested that Mr. Guiseppe
provide the Board with an update with regard to the well developmeni project.
Mr. Guiseppe advised the Board that drilling has been completed on iwo exploratory wells
at the sili basin location. Neither of those exploratory wells met the criteria established
by SSM for development of a public water supply well. The drilling rig has left the site,
without proceeding to the third possible location. Mr. Guiseppe stated that Spotts,
Stevens and McCoy recommends further review of site conditions before proceeding with
a third exploratory well. Additionally, a new access road would be necessary to reach the

point identified as the third prospective location for a well. Even if a third well is drilled at
that general location, the consulting engineers would prefer to wait for dryer weather to
facilitate access to the drilling location. Spotts, Stevens and McCoy will have additional
recommendations for the Board by the date of the April meeting.
Mr. lmhoff asked whether the third proposed well location is close to the gun range owned
by the Township. Mr. Guiseppe replied in the affirmative, and stated that SSM is mindful
of the possibility of establishing a wellhead protection zone with a 400 foot radius, to be
sure the gun range is outside the wellhead protection area.

Mr. Jenkins advised that the Authority should have bids for the Rivervale Force Main
Reconstruction Project by the date of the April meeting.
The Authority received responses to its docket submittal to the Delaware River Basin
Commission for renewal of its withdrawal permit. On behalf of the Authority, Spotts,
Stevens and McOoy has replied to each of the questions raised by DRBC. Mr. Jenkins
believes that the MTA docket may be on the June 2019 DRBC meeting agenda for
consideration and approval.
Mr. Jenkins reported that work at the South Temple Sewer Pump Station continues to
proceed smoothly. The contractor is approximately four weeks ahead of schedule. The
next significant component of construction will be erection of the vertical walls.

The Authority is in receipt of Payment Application No. 3 from JEV Construction in the
amount of $79,875 for construction work at the South Temple site. SSM recommends
approval of the application. Mr. Voit made a motion to approve Payment Application No.
3 of JEV Construction in the amount stated. That motion was seconded by Mr. Heffner
and unanimously adopted. The Authority is also in receipt of Payment Application No. 2
from Shannon A. Smith, lnc. in the amount of $332.10 with regard to its electrical contract
for the South Temple station. SSM recommends approval. Mr. Lehr made a motion to
approve Payment Application No. 2 of Shannon A. Smith, lnc. in the amount stated. That
motion was seconded by Mr. Heffner and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Calpino presented the Operations Report forthe preceding month, a full copy of which
has been appended to these Minutes. Authority personnel repaired two significant main
breaks in the preceding month. The force main from the Rivervale pump station burst
again, and has been fixed for now. Mr. Calpino looks forward to the Force Main
Replacement Project, which should begin after bids are reviewed at the April meeting.
Mr. Voit made a motion to accept the Operations Repod as presented. That motion was
seconded by Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted.

The engineering bills for the preceding month were reviewed. Mr. Voit made a motion to
approve the engineering bills for payment as presented. That motion was seconded by
Mr. Morganti and unanimously adopted.

The accounts payable for both the Water and Sewer departments for the preceding month
had been distributed prior to the meeting, a full listing of which has been appended to
these Minutes. Mr. Voit made a motion to approve payments of the accounts payable for
both the Water and Sewer departments as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr.
Morganti and unanimously adopted.
Under the Solicitor's report, Mr. Yoder advised that all legal documents required from the
developer of the Monroe Street Project have been received. Work is proceeding. The
developer has been advised to contact the Authority to arrange for construction
observation when work begins on the water and sewer system improvements on the site.

The legal documents for the Newman Group Development along 5th street Highway have
been finalized and delivered. TheAuthority has provided its approval forworkto proceed.
Construction observation will be pedormed as necessary.

As of the date of this meeting, the Fairmont Avenue

Redevelopment Project
documentation has been completed. The developer has delivered its First Addendum to
the Municipal lmprovements Agreement, which relates to Phase 3 of the work. That
document has been countersigned by the Authority Chairman. Mr. Yoder will provide a
fully executed copy to counsel for the developer. All documentation has now been
received on Fairmont Avenue Redevelopment Phase 3. However, the Authority has yet
to see a final amendment to the sewer planning module with respect to addition of units
to Phase 3. The developer is aware that proof of final approval of the sewer module is
necessary before service will be instituted to the additional units.
The deed to the Paramount entities with respect to the Town Square Project has finally
been recorded. With recordation of thedeed, the Easement documentwas signed bythe

Paramount entities and delivered to the Authority. That Easement has been
countersigned and is ready for recording. The Authority has now received all legal
documents necessary for the Town Square Development to proceed. The solicitor will
record the Easement after a new tax parcel number has been assigned to the
development tract.

Muhlenberg Township Authority has received a check from the City of Reading
representing reimbursement due to MTA based on reconciliation of payments under the
Sewer lntermunicipal Agreement for years 2013 through 2017.
The quiet title action filed by Dale Troutman with respect to an old sewer lien of the
Authority has been resolved.
Mr. Lehr made a motion to approve the solicitofs report as presented. Mr. Morganti
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Voit presented the Treasurer's Report for the preceding period. Cash accounts have
increased, partly due to the deposit of the lntermunicipal Agreement reimbursement
check from the city of Reading. lnterest raies being paid on deposit accounts of the

Authority are reflected on the Treasurer's Report. ltwas noted that a Certificate of Deposit
matures in April. Mr. Voit will meet with Mr. Calpino with respect to rates available to the
Authority upon renewal of that CD. Mr. Morganti made a motion to approve the
Treasurels Report as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. Lehr and
unanimously adopted.

Mr. Calpino advised that the firm which had been engaged by Tompkins lnsurance to
handle the healthcare reimbursement plan of the Authority has experienced financial
difficulties. Mr. Calpino explained that, with regard to non-union personnel of the
Authority, the health plan includes a $500 deductible. After payment of $250, employees
may submit for reimbursement under the healthcare reimbursement plan. Based on the
relatively small number of employees, Tompkins lnsurance has suggested that the
Authority handle the reimbursement plan in-house. This would have no effect on sources
of funds, since the contract administrator accessed funds of the Authority for
reimbursement under the existing arrangement. Mr. Calpino stated that he is willing to
take on responsibility for the healthcare reimbursement plan. Mr. Yoder suggested
checking with Herbein & company, auditors to the Authority, to assure that accounting
for the reimbursement funds is handled appropriately. Subject to Mr. Yoder's suggesiion,
Mr. Morganti made a motion to authorize Mr. Calpino to administer the healthcare
reimbursement plan for non-union personnel in-house. Mr. Heffner seconded the motion
and the motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Calpino advised that the Authority needs a small dump truck to replace its 2004 truck,
which is the only vehicle currently equipped with a snow plow. Mr. Calpino has been in
touch with Bob Fisher Chevrolet, a Co-Stars dealer, and has been advised that the
dealership is no longer taking orders for 201 9 models. The 2020 models will be available
to order in several months. Mr. Calpino requested that he be authorized to obtain pricing
on a 4500 model diesel dump truck with a stainless steel body. By consensus of the
Board, Mr. Calpino was authorized to obtain pricing when the 2020 models are available
to order.

The Authority has received an inquiry from the Temple Fire Chief with regard to
conducting rescue training at the quarry site. The Board was generally in agreement with
permitting the fire company to conduct training at the quarry location, provided proper
insurances are in place. The solicitor will be in contact with Mr. Calpino regarding

insurance coverages and limits which would be required of any fire company or other
entity which intends to train personnel at the quarry location.

Mr. lmhoff advised that the Township Commissioners have tentatively decided not to
proceed jointly with MTA in construction of a new garage. Mr. Morganti and other Board
members expressed their preference to work together with the Township to construct a
unified facility at the Authority Oak Street location, in order to be most cost effective in
meeting the needs of both the Township and the Authority. The Board discussed the fact
that both the Authority garage facility and the Township garage facility are old, and have
outlived their useful lives. The Authority facility was constructed before the Authority was
created, probably close to 100 years ago. The Township facility also is in poor condition,

has a leaking roof, etc. Mr. Morganti made a motion to proceed with planning for
construction of new garage facilities on the Authority Oak Street site. That motion was
seconded by Mr. Heffner. The Board continued to discuss the advisability of a unified
plan for Township and Authority facilities. Mr. lmhoff stated that he will again raise this
matter with the Commissioners at their next meeting on April 18. After discussion, the
motion to proceed with planning for new Authority garage facilities at the Oak Street
location passed unanimously.
Mr. Calpino asked for Board approval for he and Tim Feltenberger to attend a seminar on

April 16 on the topic of Risk Communication. The cost of the program is $95.00 per
person. Mr. Lehr made a motion to approve attendance at the seminar. That motion was
seconded by Mr. Voit and passed unanimously.
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05
p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board of the Muhlenberg Township Authority will be
held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 4, 2019 in the main meeting room at the Muhlenberg
Township Building at 210 George Street.
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