MUHLENBERG TOWNSHIP AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING gF THE BOARD
A regular meeting of the Board of Muhlenberg Township Authority, Water and Sewer
Projects, was held on Thursday, January 10,2019, beginning at 7:00 p.m. (E,S.T.) a1210
George Street, Muhlenberg Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, pursuant to notice
both advertised and posted according to law.
The following members of the Board were present:

John lmhoff
John Morganti
Otto W. Voit, lll
Scott Lehr
Richard Heffner
ln attendance were Authority Manager Jeffrey A. Calpino, Mark G. Yoder and Thomas A.
Rothermel, of counsel and Darryl A. Jenkins, P.E., of Spotts, Stevens and McCoy,
consulting engineers to the Authority. Muhlenberg Township Manager Brian Harris was
in attendance, as was Authority Supervisor Tim Feltenberger.

The meeting was called to order at 7.00 p m by Chairman lmhoff.
The Minutes of the previous regular meeting of the Board held on December 6,2018 were
approved on motion of Mr. Voit, seconded by Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted, based
on photocopies thereof provided to each member of the Board prior to the meeting.

Mr. lmhoff turned over conduct of the meeting to the solicitor for purposes of
reorganization of the Board.
Mr. Yoder advised that at the end of 2018 the following members of the Board occupied
the following Board offices: Chairman - John lmhoff; Vice Chairman - John Morganti;
Secretary Richard Heffner; Treasurer Otto W. Voit, lll; and Assistant
Secretary/Treasurer - Scott Lehr. Mr. Voit made a motion to retain the same slate of
Board officers for 2019. That motion was seconded by Mr, Lehr. After brief discussion,
there were no other nominations for Board officers. The solicitor called for a vote, and
the Board members of the Authority were unanimously elected to the offices indicated
above for 2019.

The solicitor advised the Board that the Authority should appoint consultants for 20'19.
Mr. Voit made a motion to retain the Authority's existing consultants, those being:

Consulting Engineer - Spotts, Stevens & McCoy; Solicitor - Bingaman, Hess, Coblentz
& Bell, P.C.; and Auditor- Herbein & Company. The motion to retain those consultants
for 2019 was seconded by Mr. Lehr. The motion passed unanimously. Mr. Yoder then
returned conduct of the meeting to Chairman lmhoff.
There were no public comments.

Under the engineer's report, Mr. Jenkins advised that most of the work performed by
Spotts, Stevens & McCoy in the preceding month is outlined on the written Engineers'
Report delivered to each member of the Board prior to the meeting. He advised there are
three action items with respect to the South Temple Pump Station Project for the Board
to consider,
First, JEV Construction has submitted its Payment Application No. 2 in the amount of
$82,098. ln response to a question from the Board, Mr. Jenkins advised that that sum
represents work done on the walls for the wet well and dry well at the station, and
represents project costs within the original budget. Mr. Jenkins remarked that the
contractor is currently approximately six weeks ahead of schedule, and that Spotts,
Stevens & McCoy recommends approval of Payment Application No. 2. Mr. Morganti
made a motion to approve payment to JEV Construction in the amount stated. That
motion was seconded by Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted.
Second, Mr. Jenkins advised that the Authority has received Payment Application No. 1
from the electrical subcontractor on the South Temple Pump Station Project. Shannon
A. Smith Construction, lnc. has submitted an Application for Payment in the amount of
$3,567.60. That application represents preliminary work, including bonding and
insurance costs required for the project. Spotts, Stevens & McCoy recommends payment
of the application as presented. Mr. Voit then made a motion to approve payment to
Shannon A. Smith Construction, lnc. in the amount stated. That motion was seconded
by Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted.
Third, Mr. Jenkins advised that a Change Order is before the Board for consideration with
respect to the South Temple Pump Station Project, JEV Construction has prepared
pricing for an emergency bypass line as suggested by Mr. Feltenberger and discussed at
a prior meeting of the Board. The cost related to the Change Order is $18,708.80. Mr.
Jenkins advised that the price proposed is well within the original engineer's estimate of
$25,000, and he recommends approval. Mr. Lehr then made a motion to approve the
Change Order to construct an emergency bypass line at the South Temple Pump Station
at the cost stated. That motion was seconded by Mr. Morganti and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Morganti then made a motion to accept the engineer's report as presented. Mr. Lehr
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Calpino presented the Operations Report for the preceding month, a full copy of which
has been appended to these Minutes. Authority personnel repaired several main breaks
during the course of the month. New chlorine gas detectors have been installed at all of

the well stations, and those detectors have been connected to the SCADA system. All
Authority crew members successfully completed flagger training in the preceding month.
The next training scheduled is confined space training, to be scheduled in the next several
months. ln response to a question from the Board, Mr. Calpino advised that both of the
new employees of the Authority are working out very well. The leak at Frush Valley has
been isolated, and a new valve has been installed to continue uninterrupted use of the
tank. SSM is currently checking for the availability of equipment to detect the precise
location of the leak underneath the floor of the booster station.
The engineering bills for the preceding month were reviewed. Mr. Voit made a motion to
approve the engineering bills for payment as presented. That motion was seconded by
Mr. Morganti and unanimously adopted.
The accounts payable for both the Water and Sewer deparlments for the preceding month
had been distributed prior to the meeting, a full listing of which has been appended to
these Minutes. Mr. Voit made a motion to approve payments of the accounts payable for
both the Water and Sewer departments as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr.
Lehr and unanimously adopted.

Under the Solicitor's repoft, Mr. Yoder advised that the Authority has received an
executed Municipal lmprovements Agreement and an Easement Agreement from New
Vision Builders, lnc., developer of the Monroe Street Townhouse Project. The solicitor
recommended approval of those documents, and countersignature by officers of the
Board. Mr. Morganti made a motion to approve the Municipal lmprovements Agreement
and Easement with New Vision Builders, lnc., and to authorize Board officers to
countersign those documents. That motion was seconded by Mr. Heffner and
unanimously adopted. Financial security for the project has been delivered to the
Authority. The solicitor will follow-up with developer's counsel for a Certificate of
lnsurance.

The solicitor advised that Newman Development has agreed to the terms of a Municipal
lmprovements Agreement and Grant of Easement to the Authority, The Authority has yet
to receive final executed copies of the Municipal lmprovements Agreement, pending a
decision by the developer of the type of financial security to be delivered to the Authority.
The Authority will receive either a Letter of Credit or a bond. The solicitor recommended
approval of the documents, contingent upon receipt of the executed lmprovements
Agreement and financial security from Newman Development Group. ln that way,
countersignature by MTA will not be delayed until the next monthly meeting of the Board,
in the event the developer delivers the documents and financial security within the next
few weeks. Mr. Voit made a motion to approve the documentation with regard to the
Newman Development Project. That motion was seconded by Mr. Morganti and
unanimously adopted.
With regard to the Fairmont Avenue Redevelopment Project, a Municipal lmprovements
Agreement has been amended to address Phase 3 of the project, which represents a
revision from the original design of Phase 3. The solicitor recommended approval of the

Agreement with the developer, that being M.F. lncorporated. Mr. Lehr made a motion to
approve the amendment to the Municipal lmprovements Agreement between Muhlenberg
Township Authority and M.F. lncorporated with regard to the Fairmont Avenue
Redevelopment Project. That motion was seconded by Mr. Morganti and unanimously
adopted. The Authority is still awaiting an approved sewer planning module and financial
security for Fairmont Phase 3.
Mr. Yoder advised that there have been no legal developments with regard to the Town
Square Project since the date of the December 2018 meeting. Access to the Authority
right-of-way to the quarry site has been restored by Schlouch Excavating, contractor for
the developer. The deed transfer has not yet occurred. Therefore the easement
document between the developer, Paramount Pad at Town Square, and Muhlenberg
Township Authority has not yet been signed and filed.

The solicitor commented that preliminary and incomplete plans have been delivered to
the Authority with regard to an apartment project on Hay Road. He has not yet made a
legal review of those plans, pending their revision according to requirements of Spotts,
Stevens & McCoy and Authority management.
There have been no legal developments on the Berks 222 Project since the December
meeting. Two issues remain to be resolved, those being the regulatory conflict between
PennDor and DEP and issues relating to fire protection at the site.
Mr. Rothermel reported on the status of the Dale Troutman quiet title action naming the
Authority has defendant. The Authority is named by virtue of a sewer lien filed in 1g80 in
the original amount of $880. Mr, Rothermel will make an effort to achieve an amicable
settlement. The Board instructed counsel to limit time spent on the matter, given the
relatively small amount at issue.

Mr. Morganti made a motion to accept the solicitor's repoft as presented. That motion
was seconded by Mr. Heffner and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Voit presented the Treasurer's report for the current period. The rates on deposit
funds of the Authority are disclosed on the report. The Authority experienced a decline
in its overall cash balance in the preceding month, due to the payment to the City of
Reading under the sewer lntermunicipal Agreement. A meeting has been scheduled on
January 18, 2019 with representatives of the City. The Authority received a letter from
the City of Reading indicating that the City has miscalculated billings to MTA under the
2012 lnlermunicipal Agreement and a substantial refund is due. The Authority expects
to receive that refund at the meeting on January 18, together with an explanation of how
quarterly billings to MTA were miscalculated under the Agreement. Mr. Morganti made a
motion to approve the Treasurer's Report as presented. That motion was seconded by
Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted.
The Authority has received an actuarial report from Conrad Siegel, actuaries, with respect
to the pension plan. John Vargo of Conrad Siegel has requested an opportunity to review

the plan pedormance with the full Board of the Authority. lnvestments have been held in
a Charles Schwab account, directed by Conrad Siegel, for a little over one year. lt is
appropriate to review financial performance at this time. lt was agreed that Conrad Siegel
will present its analysis of financial performance of pension funds of the Authority early in
the February 2019 regular meeting of the Board. lt was noted that this year's pension
obligation of the Authority is approximately $89,000.
Mr. Calpino advised that new bank forms must be signed by Board members.
Mr. Calpino stated that a letter has been sent to T-Mobile with respect to the conditions
imposed by the Authority with regard to replacement of antennas at the elevated tank site
on Tuckerton Road. The Authority has received a quote from MBA of $2,300 for an
inspection of the painted sudaces relating to proposed work by T-Mobile. T-Mobile has
not yet responded to the letter requesting assurance that T-Mobile will be responsible for
inspection costs and remediation of newly painted surfaces.
Board consideration of non-union wages is on the agenda for the February 2019 meeting.
Mr. Calpino will prepare a list of written recommendations for non-union employees of the
Authority. Those recommendations will be considered by the Board in executive session,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. before the regular 7:00 p.m. Board meeting on Thursday, February

7,2019.
A meeting will take place with representatives of Vist Bank next week, lt is expected that
the Authority will be offered another deposit rate increase on funds held at Vist Bank.
With regard to the South Temple Sewer Pump Station Project, Mr. Calpino advised that
the old station, which continues in service while the new station is being constructed, has
experienced numerous problems. The generator failed. lt was decided that the cost of a
new generator to power the old station is not warranted, given the inclusion of a generator
in the new station project. Reading Electric determined that the portable generator
generally kept onsite at the Authority office would be adequate to power the old South
Temple station. That portable generator has been moved to South Temple in case of a
power failure. Additional problems have occurred with the old pumps and other
equipment at the station. Mr. Calpino is hopefulthat the Authority will not incur significant
costs to keep the old station running until the new station is online.
Mr. Calpino advised that he is working on pumping out the Laurel Run pump station wet
well. The contractor was onsite on January 9, but its equipment failed. The contractor
will return in the next several days to perform the work. Mr. Calpino will not pay the
contractor double for mobilization, since the Authority is not responsible for the inability
to complete the work the first day the contractor was onsite.
Mr. lmhoff advised that the Muhlenberg Township Commissioners held a vote to construct

a new garage building at the Cherokee Ranch Playground. Mr. Harris advised that a
preliminary cost estimate has been obtained at between $3.5 and $4.5 million. A
Township committee has been formed with regard to the needs of the Township, which

is preliminarily considering a building of approximately 18,000 square feet with twenty-six
vehicle bays. Mr. lmhoff advised that he believes that the Muhlenberg Township Authority
facilities are old and in need of replacement. He will continue expressing his position that
the Township and the Authority should combine efforts in construction of garage facilities.

Board members thanked Mr. Heffner for hosting the Christmas party in December, which
was very successfu

There being no public comments offered and no further business before the Board, the
meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board of the
Muhlenberg Township Authority will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 7,2019
in the main meeting room at the Muhlenberg Township Building at210 George Street.

