MUHLENBERG TOWNSHIP AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD

A regular meeting of the Board of Muhlenberg Township Authority, Water and

Sewer
Projects, was held on Thursday, April 4, 2019, beginning at 7:00 p.m. (E.D.T.) at 210
George Street, Muhlenberg Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, pursuant to notice
both advertised and posted according to law.

The following members of the Board were present:

John lmhoff
Scott Lehr
Richard Heffner

ln attendance were Authority Manager Jeffrey A. Calpino, Thomas A. Rothermel, of
counsel, and DarrylA, Jenkins, P.E. of Spotts, Stevens and McCoy, consulting engineers
to the Authority. Muhlenberg Township Manager Brian Harris was in attendance, as was
Diane Benson, a member of the public.

A quorum having been

confirmed, the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by

Chairman lmhoff.

The Minutes of the previous regular meeting of the Board held on March 7, 2019 were
approved on motion of Mr. Lehr, seconded by Mr. Heffner and unanimously adopted,
based on photocopies thereof provided to each member of the Board prior to the meeting.
There was no response to the first call for public comments.

Under the engineer's report, Mr. Jenkins highlighted several of the items listed on the
written report submitted by Spotts, Stevens and McCoy ("SSM").
First, Mr. Jenkins reported that work at the South Temple Sewer Pump Station continues
to proceed smoothly. The contractor remains approximately four to five weeks ahead of
schedule. Recently, masonry work on the verticalwalls was completed, and rafters have
been set.

The Authority is in receipt of Payment Application No. 4 from JEV Construction in the
amount of $58,618.45 for construction work at the South Temple site. SSM recommends
approval of the application. Mr. Heffner made a motion to approve Payment Application
No. 4 of JEV Construction in the amount stated. That motion was seconded by Mr. Lehr
and unanimously adopted. The Authority is also in receipt of Payment Application No. 3
from Shannon A. Smith, lnc. in the amount of $6,661.80 with regard to its electrical
contract for the South Temple station. SSM recommends approval. Mr. Lehr made a
motion to approve Payment Application No. 3 of Shannon A. Smith, lnc. in the amount
stated. That motion was seconded by Mr. Heffner and unanimously adopted.

Mr. Jenkins advised that the Authority received four bids for the Rivervale Force Main
Reconstruction Project. The lowest bid of $385,400.00 was submitted by Barrasso
Excavation, lnc,, who would utilize the services of a subcontractor, Pipeshark, to perform
the pipe bursting and lining work. Mr. Jenkins expressed his satisfaction with Barrasso
Excavation, lnc, with regard to other sanitary sewer and water main replacement projects,
and further confirmed that SSM's review of Pipeshark's qualifications revealed a list of
completed projects similar in size and scope to the Rivervale project. Mr. Jenkins
therefore recommended that the Authority award the project to Barrasso Excavation, lnc.,
subject to the submission of satisfactory contract documents in accordance with the
requirements of the project specifications. Mr. Heffner made that motion, which was
seconded by Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted. Accordingly, SSM will proceed to issue
a Notice of lntent to Award to Barrasso Excavation, lnc. Bonds and insurances will then
be due, for review and approval by the Authority.
Mr, Jenkins advised the Board that drilling had been completed on two exploratory wells
at the silt basin location, neither of which met the criteria established by SSM for
development of a public water supply well. Mr. Jenkins identified two additional drilling
locations, identified as "Alternate 1" and "Alternate 2" on a supplied map, and
recommended that the Board authorize further exploration of those two sites with drilling
to commence as weather permits. Mr. Heffner made a motion to permit exploratory
drilling at sites Alternate 1 and Alternate 2. That motion was seconded by Mr. Lehr and
unanimously adopted.

The engineer report having been reviewed, Mr. Heffner made a motion to approve the
report as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Calpino presented the Operations Report for the preceding month, a full copy of which
has been appended to these Minutes. Two demo-unit bubbler pumps installed at Laurel
Run Sewer Station appear to have achieved desirable results in terms of counteracting
sediment issues. Demo of the two pumps will continue another two weeks, at which time
a final determination will be made as to whether or not the Authority will purchase the
units. lf purchase is recommended, the Board was advised that a new compressor would
also be needed, as the existing setup is inadequate to handle these two units on a longterm basis. Depending on the outcome of the Laurel Run Station testing, the Board may
consider a similar setup at the Heather Knoll Station. Mr. Lehr made a motion to accept
the Operations Report as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. Heffner and
unanimously adopted.

The engineering bills for the preceding month were reviewed. Mr. Heffner made a motion
to approve the engineering bills for payment as presented. That motion was seconded by
Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted.
The accounts payable for both the Water and Sewer departments forthe preceding month
had been distributed prior to the meeting, a full listing of which has been appended to
these Minutes. Mr. Heffner made a motion to approve payments of the accounts payable
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for both the Water and Sewer departments as presented. That motion was seconded by
Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted.
Under the Solicitor's report, Mr. Rothermel advised that all legal documents required from
the developers of the Monroe Street Project, Town Square Project, Newman Group and
Fairmont Avenue Redevelopment Project have been received. Work is proceeding at all
project locations. Construction observation will be performed as necessary. The next
legal step will involve a Dedication Agreement pertaining to the respective municipal
improvements, the timing of which will vary per project.

With regard to the Berks 222 Project, the Solicitor provided background for the Board as
to the proposed development on the site north of Walmart on Route 222, which is near
Authority Well No. 15, as further detailed for the Board at the March 7,2019 Meeting. At
this point in the proposed development, a conflict remains with regard to the slope
easement required by PennDOT and how that easement may, if at all, impact the
wellhead protection zone held by the Authority with respect to Well '15, as permitted by
DEP. Through efforts of Mr. Giuseppe of SSM, DEP is satisfied with the stormwater runoff
figures as contemplated in the developer's plan. However, questions remain as to the
PennDOT slope easement and how, if at all, it may impact the Authority's DEP permit for
Well No. 15.

The Board continued to express desire for completion of the longstanding Berks 222
Project, but was clear that the Board would consent to an easement only in the event it
will not jeopardize DEP permitting of Well No.'15. Tothatend, the Board directed SSM
to continue discussion with the developer, DEP and PennDOT in an effort to resolve any
outstanding issues with regard to the slope easement and DEP permitting of Well No. 15.
ln order to streamline these efforts, the Solicitor recommended a motion providing that,
subject to legal and engineering review and DEP written consent, the Board authorize the
execution of a Consent and Joinder Agreement by which the Authority would agree to the
slope easement, together with execution of a standard Municipal lmprovements
Agreement with the developer. Mr. Heffner made such motion, which was seconded by
Mr. Lehr and passed unanimously.
Mr. Calpino provided an update as to the inquiry the Authority received from Temple Fire
Chief, Eric Reinhart, concerning rescue training at the quarry site. Mr. Calpino provided
insurance requirements to Mr. Reinhart, as recommended by Tompkins lnsurance. He
also requested a list of each entity that intends to participate in the training event. Mr.
Calpino awaits a response from Mr. Reinhart. Apart from the insurance requirements as
to the various entities that intend to conduct training, the Solicitor recommended that the
Board consider requiring a release/waiver signed by all participants as part of their
admission to the premises. The Board was in agreement with the recommendation to
further protect the Authority's interests, and a draft release/waiver will be prepared at such
time as Mr. Reinhart confirms that there is ongoing interest in conducting a training
program at the quarry site.
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Mr. Lehr made a motion to approve the Solicitor's report as presented. Mr. Heffner
seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

On behalf of Mr. Voit, Mr. Calpino presented the Treasurer's Report for the preceding
period. Cash flows and interest rates being paid on deposit accounts of the Authority are
reflected on the Treasurer's Report. lt was noted that one of two Certificates of Deposit
matures on April 14,2019, and carries with it an interest rate of 2.287o/o. The local Vist
branch is currently offering interest on deposit accounts of the Authority at a rate of 2.40%.
It was recommended that the CD be transferred to the local Vist branch as opposed to
renewal. Mr. Heffner made such motion, which was seconded by Mr. Lehr and
unanimously approved.
Mr. Heffner made a motion to approve the Treasurer's Report as presented. That motion
was seconded by Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted.

Mr. Calpino advised that with regard to processing healthcare plan reimbursements for
non-union personnel, the auditor, Herbein & Company, found no issue with selfadministration. As Mr. Calpino volunteered to take on responsibility for the healthcare
reimbursement plan, Mr. Lehr made a motion to authorize Mr. Calpino to act as
administrator of the healthcare reimbursement plan. Mr. Heffner seconded the motion
and it passed unanimously.
Mr. Calpino received a sales quote from Bob Fisher Chevrolet, a Co-Stars dealer, for a
replacement vehicle to replace MTA's 2004 truck, which is the only vehicle currently
equipped with a snow plow. The quote for a2020 model year 4500 diesel dump, inclusive
of a stainless steel body and V-plow, totaled $77,403.25. Delivery is expected in
September 2019. Trade-in price for the 2004 truck is to-be-determined. On motion of
Mr. Heffner, Mr. Calpino was authorized to order lhe 2020 truck at a price not to exceed
$77,403.25. Mr. Lehr seconded the motion and it unanimously passed.

Mr. Calpino advised that the Authority's six computer workstations currently run on
Windows 7 operating system, which is obsolete as of January 2020. An upgrade is
therefore necessary. FraserAdvanced lnformation Systems, which currently services the
lT needs of the Authority, proposed upgrades to the six workstations at an additional lease
cost of $87.70 per month, together with a lease of a new laptop for use by Authority
Supervisor Tim Feltenberger totaling $49.00 per month. The increased lease cost to the
Authority for the computer upgrades would total $136,70 per month. At the suggestion of
Mr. Lehr, Mr. Calpino was directed to solicit a competitive bid from one or two other local
lT providers. Mr. Calpino will report his findings in this regard to the Board at the next
scheduled meeting.

A plastic bottle manufacturer is interested in development on Route 6'1 at the location of
the former tank farm site. Due to its manufacturing process, the developer identified water
hardness as one of several determinative factors to site selection. ln an effort to provide
the developer with as much data as possible, Mr. Calpino secured a water sample from
the nearest main servicing that site, and provided lab results to the developer. Mr. Calpino

will continue discussions with the developer for purposes of addressing any water or
sewer related concerns.
Mr. lmhoff advised that the Township Commissioners have made a final decision not to
proceed jointly with MTA in construction of a new garage. As the Authority's facility was
constructed close to 100 years ago, the Authority will proceed to plan for new garage
facilities at the Oak Street location. Mr. lmhoff's main items of concern with respect to
design include ventilation, traffic flow and radiant heat. Mr. Heffner made a motion to
proceed with planning for construction, by and through SSM, of new garage facilities on
the Authority Oak Street site. That motion was seconded by Mr. Lehr and unanimously
approved. SSM will create a new project number and proceed with a concept study and
project checklist. Muhlenberg Township Manager Brian Harris advised the Board that he
would provide Township renderings of its own maintenance facility, which should
streamline design concepts to a certain extent. The Board was appreciative of Mr. Harris'
overture in that regard.
At the call of the second public comment segment, Ms. Benson inquired as to the status
of an electrical issue at the elevated water storage tank that may have previously been
discussed at a Board Meeting that took place in the preceding year. As no Board member
had recollection of that exact issue, Ms. Benson indicated that she would review her notes
from prior meetings and clarify the issue for the Board's attention at the time of the next
scheduled meeting. Ms. Benson also inquired as to the status of the new pumps installed
at the Laurel Run Sewer Station, ln response, Mr. Calpino advised that in addition to a
new compressor, electrical upgrades would also be needed to handle the increased load.
This is assuming, of course, that two pumps are purchased and installed following the
ongoing demonstration period.

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10
p.m. The next regular meeting of the Board of the Muhlenberg Township Authority will be
held at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 9,2019 in the main meeting room at the Muhlenberg
Township Building at210 George Street.

