MUHLENBERG TOWNSHIP AUTHORITY
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD
A regular meeting of the Board of Muhlenberg Township Authority, Water and Sewer
Projects, was held on Thursday, November 7, 2019, beginning at 7:00 p.m. (E.S.T.) at
210 George Street, Muhlenberg Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, pursuant to
notice both advertised and posted according to law.
The following members of the Board were present:

John lmhoff
John Morganti
Richard Heffner
Scott Lehr
Otto W. Voit, lll

ln attendance were Authority Manager Jeffrey A. Calpino, Thomas A. Rothermel of
counsel, and DarrylA. Jenkins, P.E. of Spotts, Stevens and McCoy, consulting engineers

to the Authority. Authority Supervisor Tim Feltenberger was in attendance, as was
Authority Assistant Distribution Superintendent Jeff Krick. The meeting was also attended
by Mr. Brad Manderbach, a member of the public.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman lmhoff at 7:00 p.m.
The Minutes of the previous regular meeting of the Board held on October 10,2019 were
approved on motion of Mr. Voit, seconded by Mr. Morganti and unanimously adopted,
based on photocopies thereof provided to each member of the Board prior to the meeting.
There were no comments of the public during the first such portion.
Under the Engineer's Report, Mr. Jenkins advised that but for punch list items, all work at
the South Temple Sewer Pump Station has been completed The one malfunctioning
pump was replaced under warranty, installed and is fully operational. A meeting to review
remaining punch list items is scheduled to occur on November 8, 2019, to be attended on
behalf of the Authority by Mr. Feltenberger and a representative of Spotts, Stevens and
McCoy. Mr. Jenkins anticipates this project to be fully completed by the next scheduled
Board meeting. On behalf of the Authority, Spotts, Stevens and McCoy provided notice
to DEP of the completion of the South Temple Sewer Pump Station. ln response, by
letter dated October 15, 2019, DEP confirmed that the Authority is released from the
Corrective Action Plan. JEV Construction, lnc. Applications for Payment No. 9 and 10,
are before the Board for approval in the amounts of $45,800.00 and $80,'150.00,
respectively. Mr. Jenkins advised that the work performed under those two payment
applications was satisfactorily completed. Mr. Jenkins anticipates one final payment
application for Board approval once the punch list items have been satisfactorily
completed. Mr. Voit made a motion to approve JEV Construction, lnc. Payment

Applications No.9 and 10 in the amounts stated. That motion was seconded by Mr.
Heffner and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Jenkins advised that work continues with regard to compilation of three submittals to
the Commonwealth Financing Authority (CFA) for grant funds available under the PA H2O
Water and Sewer Grant Program. The Board had previously agreed to move fonvard
with submission for three projects, those being the Stoudts Ferry Sanitary Sewer and
Pump Station project, the Laurel Run Pump Station upgrade project and the Leiszs Bridge
Road lnterceptor project. Mr. Jenkins confirmed that letters of support for these three
projects are pending receipt from the Berks County Planning Commission, which will be
included in the CFA submittals. Final approval of the submittals is anticipated to be
addressed at the December 2019 Board meeting.
Mr. Jenkins advised that work proceeds with design of the maintenance/garage building.
The total"project cost is currently estimated at $21 million, but that figure is subject to
architectural review. Mr. Jenkins further advised that preliminary site plans are in the
process of being submitted to DEP for stormwater management review and comment.
Upon receipt of DEP comment, the site plans will be finalized. At that time, the project
will be ready for bid, likely in January 2020.

Spotts, Stevens and McCoy continues progress with regard to infiltration/inflow (l/l)
investigation, which project was commenced in 2017 and reactivated in May 2019. Of
particular concern to the Board was the status of the sewer line located along the railroad
to the south of Tuckerton Road. The Board directed that Spotts, Stevens and McCoy
focus on that particular section of the sewer line and move forward with any corrective
action to the extent it may be required. Mr. Heffner made a motion to approve the
Engineer's Report as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. Lehr and unanimously
adopted.
Mr. Calpino presented the Operations Report for the preceding month, a full copy of which
has been appended to these Minutes. Sewer laterals were cleaned at two locations, and
the trunkline was cleaned at Centre Street and Girard Avenue. A new water service
connection was established at 1813 Mt. Laurel Road. Fire hydrants were flushed
throughout the system. Lastly of note, new pumps at the Heather Knoll Sewer Station

were installed, and the new Hypo System was installed at Well #15. Mr. Voit made a
motion to accept the Operations Report, which was seconded by Mr. Lehr and
unanimously adopted.

The engineering bills for the preceding month were reviewed. Mr. Heffner made a motion
to approve the engineering bills for payment as presented. That motion was seconded by
Mr. Voit and unanimously adopted.
The accounts payable for both the water and sewer departments for the preceding month
had been distributed prior to the meeting, a full listing of which has been appended to
these Minutes. Mr. Voit made a motion to approve payment of the accounts payable for

both the water and sewer departments as presented. That motion was seconded by Mr.
Morganti and unanimously adopted.
Under the Solicitor's report, Mr. Rothermel advised that as to the Berks 222 Proiect, the
Municipal lmprovements Agreement was revised to protect the Authority's Well #15 and
account for a Plan B alternative with regard to relocation of the driveway access should
conflict between PennDOT and DEP as to the slope easement remain unresolved. The
revised Municipal lmprovements Agreement was signed, and the easements were
recorded. The developer continues work at the site while the issue surrounding the
entrance remains pending. The solicitor noted that he would contact developer's counsel,
Mr. Becker, for a status update as to the entrance issue.
Regarding the Town Square Development, as-built plans were received and reviewed to
the satisfaction of Spotts, Stevens and McCoy. The developer provided financial security
for the 1B-month maintenance period in the form of a letter of credit. Mr. Morganti made
a motion to accept dedication and authorize the officers to countersign the Dedication
Agreement, which would commence the maintenance period. Mr. Heffner seconded the
motion, which was unanimously adopted. Mr. Calpino was authorized and directed to
coordinate return of the bond to the developer.

With regard to the Hay Road Apartment development, the Municipal lmprovements
Agreement has been revised and is pending finalization once financial security has been
calculated. Mr. Jenkins indicated that Spotts, Stevens and McCoy is awaiting
documentation from the developer's surveyor, at which point a revised cost estimate can
be formulated. Mr. Koch, counsel to the developer, will be provided with the final draft
Municipal lmprovements Agreement once financial security is determined.
The Solicitor advised that River Crest, which is a Fiorino Grande development, proceeded
in phases, with Phase 1 consisting of that portion of the development of real estate to the
east of Stoudts Ferry Bridge Road. Water and sewer improvements in the Phase 1 area
of the development were completed and dedicated to the Authority in 2007 under the
terms and conditions of a Municipal lmprovements Agreement dated February 22,2005.
The developer is now proceeding with Phase 2 of River Crest. Spotts, Stevens and
McCoy has received and is currently reviewing revised and updated plans for the
development, including formulation of a revised cost estimate. The Board was informed
that the developer provided escrow for engineering and legal review. The solicitor will
make necessary revision to the original Agreement to account for updated water and
sewer standards and specifications, and the content of the revised plans, associated with
development of Phase 2. Mr. Voit made a motion to accept the Solicitor's Report as
presented. That motion was seconded by Mr. Lehr and unanimously adopted.
Mr. Voit presented the Treasurer's Report for the preceding month. He noted that interest
rates were currently at 1.78%. Mr. Calpino advised that he recently received notification
that the interest rate would decrease lo 1.7A% effective November 8,2019. Mr. Morganti
made a motion to approve the Treasurer's Report as presented. Mr. Heffner seconded
the motion and the motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Calpino advised the Board that the transmission in the Authority transit van is in a
state of disrepair. He presented the Board with two options for the purchase of a
replacement new van at COSTARS pricing, that being either a Chevrolet or Dodge. After
hearing details of those two choices, the Board elected to proceed with the purchase of
the Dodge van at COSTARS pricing of $24,835.00. Mr. Heffner made a motion to
authorize the purchase of the new Dodge van. That motion was seconded by Mr.
Morganti and unanimously accepted.

With regard to the Authority's Stoudts Ferry Bridge Road parcel, Spotts, Stevens and
McCoy generated site maps depicting the parcel and potential turnaround area as
proposed by the Township. The proposed use would aid Township snow removal efforts
and improve maneuverability of its trash haulers. Mr. Jenkins confirmed that the
proposed use would not impact future development of a sanitary sewer system to
Township residents. Mr. Calpino circulated a draft Easement Agreement prepared by the
Township solicitor. The Authority Solicitor advised the Board that the draft Agreement
was of indefinite duration and did not clearly protect the Authority in terms of its ability to
construct a pump station and/or maintain its related systems in conjunction with this
proposed use. The Board is in favor of entering into an Agreement with the Township for
this express use, but subject to protection of the Authority's interests. The Solicitor was
directed to revise the Easement Agreement for Board review prior to the next scheduled
meeting.
Mr. Calpino advised the Board that VOIP phone service will be installed on November 18,
2019 and in service as of November 20,2019. The switch to VOIP phone service avoided
a recent 30% increase from Verizon, which resulted in further cost savings to the
Authority.

With regard to staffing, Mr. Calpino requested that the Board consider increasing the
starting rate for clerical staff from $12.00 per hour to $1 3.00 per hour. lt was Mr. Calpino's
opinion that an increased hourly rate would make the position more competitive and
attack a larger array of qualified candidates. The Board agreed. Mr. Heffner made a
motion to increase the starting rate for clerical staff to $13.00 per hour. Mr. Voit seconded
the motion and it was unanimously adopted.

Mr. Calpino advised the Board that he received notification from the Union that it is
prepared to staft negotiations of a new contract. The existing Union contract expires June
30,2020. The Union has not yet identified any terms that it may seek to change or alter
with regard to a new contract. The Board will await receipt of further communication from
the Union in that respect, at which point it will be in a position to more effectively review
and discuss.
Mr. lmhoff advised that he received notification from the Manager of the Township Village
Apartments that a lock to an external door was recently damaged. Authority personnel
have keys to a set of two external doors in order to permit access to the utility room for
purposes of reading the water meter. Mr. Calpino was authorized to work directly with
the Apartment Manager to resolve the issue, and further to confirm that Authority

personnel have continued access to the utility room for purposes of completing meter
readings.
Under the second public poftion, Mr. Manderbach did not directly comment, but Mr. lmhoff

identified that the Authority and the Township were continuing to work with Mr.
Manderbach to achieve a satisfactory solution with regard to the water situation at the
residence. Authority and Township representatives will be in further contact with Mr.
Manderbach in this regard.
There were no member or staff comments to report.

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at B:00
p.m. upon motion of Mr. Voit, seconded by Mr. Morganti and unanimously accepted. The
next regular meeting of the Board of the Muhlenberg Township Authority will be held at
7:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 5, 2019 in the main meeting room of the Muhlenberg
Township Building a|210 George Street.

